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Shewing, among other N s w MaTTERs, » 


That the ſureſt Way for ENGLAND to 
command the 8 Abroad, is to 
contract rather than inlarge her Sugar Colonies, 


I'N 


 ALETTER from an Inhabitant of One of 
His Majeſty's Leeward Caribbee Iſlands, to a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons in I 


| There is that maketh himſelf rich, yet hath nothing : there is © 
that maketh himſelf poor, yet bath L riches, Prov. xiii. 5. F 
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9 which is added, 


ALETT ER from a Traveller i in the Caribbees P 
to his F riend i in London. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


TO TAI. 


DETECTION 
enen 
STATE and SITUATION 
Of the Preſent 


SUGAR PLANTERS. 


EINCE, vpon your reading a 
Pampbler hich was publiſh'd 
in London laſt April, inticuled, 
Detection, &c. you are plea- 
} fed, among other Things, to 
4 / aſk my farther Thoughts and 

NE Obſervations on-the ſame Sub- 
uk ; you ſhall have them with the Freedom 


that becomes one who would ſerve the Com- 
B mon 
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mon Intereſt; 8 rr the De 
1% en you mention was not (if my Correſpon- 
dne in Lend kath. not been 6 — 
diſpkaſing, upon th&Whylc, to 
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1 Our ters complain that, 


ſtrictions to carry theirs to France, &c. but go 
directly to the firſt or beſt Market, and even 


to Ireland, where we are not ſuffer'd to carry 
gore ag 


nd what; thro* the Tmprovements our 

ation's Rivals in the Sugar Manufacture have 
made thro* our Means in their Colonies, eſpe- 
cially what our Nation has enabled the French 
to do in Hypanioſa, Martinico, and other Pla- 
ces 3 their Sugars are now fallen to ſuch a Price, 
at all the Markets, as will not near diſcharge 
the Coſts of making them. 


STE NM ay Tt f 
e e bur Lad N was © 
conſidered in the Dete&#ion at the Value of 165. A 
per cent. of our Iſland Money, which is 105. 8 d. 
Sterling, and is there ſuppoſed to ſel} in Eng- 

nd at 245. per the 112 th. and indeed, the 

rice did continue the ſame here, till within 

eſe three Months that it is fallen to 105. of 
etl gan ER 
While the Price was 105. 8 d. Sterling here, 
the.Coſt of a Hogſhead of Muſcovado Sugar 
to the Trader or Shipper, ſtood thus: 
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0 3 of Sugar, at 10 84 oo 4 
Sterling . nanny gi 4 2-0 
The Caf -en — o : 


The 44 per Cent: Duty, Se. 3017 4 
won 21 ob or 1170 3 "ng 9 17 0 


* 1 © ” me A . 

V. 3. Ogres dees bös tothe 15 
cho m__—_ 7 _ our Sogar for an 
tion to t verno 0h meh there 
the Coſt was — more. (L008 ma 
A Hogſheado . here 0 

we reckon by ſhort Hundreds) will, ＋— 
and — from Damage and Püterage in 
the Paſſage, hold out at the King? 's Beam i in 
London 12 Hundred Net. 
Muſcovado Sugar of our nde Was KAT 
in London in the Months of April, May, June, 
July, and Auguſt this Lear (1732) at 12 to 
16 5, ow. Cent, which at the Mediarts df 14s 


is, 
J. „ d. 
> 8 ; "T- 8 F* 5 
| Deduct for Praghe 35. 6 d. ber) 1 at N54 
Cent. —— * 1 2:92 50 


cent. 5 per cent. off for Prompt 220 0 
ment. oM eta 
Small Expence of Bill Noney, 185% do 
Lighterage, Storage, Commiſ- 
ſions, Brokerage, Sc. 1 5. per 
cent — — 


Riſque and Inſurance —— o 5 o 


4 19 o 
B 2 Colt 


The King's Duty 35. 44. ot ai yo! 
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had 4 
Coſt in che Plantation — 8-18 : 
2 Wet Pr „ wil 
» Laſs,gto the. Trader or Shipper I | | 
"i 2 Hogſhead 5 9 f 
But fince our Muſcovado is now fallen here * 
to 6 5. 8 d. Sterling, the Loſs to the Trader, 
ſuppoſmg-it ſtill to ſell in London at the Me- 
dium of 145. per cent. will indeed be no more 
but 2.4. 3 5. in the Hogſhead, yet that is evi- 
dently ſuch a Loſs, as will force him either 
to N n over Trading, or elſe to 
raiſe. his Goods to à Price we cannot afford to 
give; as, for Example, If two Barrels of 1riſþ 
Beef coſt him ( including Freight, Inſurance, 


Sc.) 21. 165. Sterling, and he propoſes to 
ain, as in Reaſon he ought, 6 5. 94 58 each, 
de muſt ſell his two Barrels to the Planter here 
for 1719 lb. of Sugar, or the Value thereof in 
Money at the Price current; if for Money, it 
will not anſwer to carry the Caſh home with 
him, he cannot get Bills of Exchange for it 
from our Planters, becauſe they have not Mo- P 
ney in their Factors Hands in England to pay I; 
the Bilk, and as he likewiſe wants a Loading I 
for his Veſſe] home, .he muſt therefore either 3 
take 1739 ih. of Sugar for his Beef, or lay out 1 
his Money with the Planter here in 1719 fh. 
of Sugar, and- then diſpoſes of it thus : 


©. 


5 


al; "it. 

” 00 #6. of it 101 puts into a Hog ſhead 1500 
: — (ſince, tho? Sons r is fallen here, 
the Northern Traders will not fall 

ö their Staves, Hoops, and Heading, & 150 

and the Iron Nails are ſold as before 


the Caſk will ome at —.— 
The 41 per tent. V e. on | 
* 500 W. of Sugar, is } s 69 


CE 1719 
Which 1500 ts. noting out at FO King? Beam 
in Great-Britain 12 Hundred, and that ſelling 
at 145. per Cent. there, will clear, after Freight, 
Duties, Sc. are diſcharg'd, 3 J. 96. od. a be 
will have got juſt 130 5, Profir on his two Bar- 
rels of Beef. 


And, fince it is bene from whit had. 


been ſaid in the Detection (concerning the ne- 


ceſſary Coſts. or Expence of a Sugar Planta- 
tion) that 100 ,. of Sugar cannot be made un- 
der, at the loweſt, 6s. 8 d. this 1719 B. of Su- 
gar, or theſe two Barrels of Beef. will have 
coſt the Planter above 51. 145. Sterling and 
the making the like Quantity muſt, for the fu- 
ture (as Matters are going ) ſtand him in 2 


ue deal more, becauſe the Price of Slaves, 


roviſions, Lumber, Cattle, Cloathing, Sugar- 
Utenſils, &c. are upon this Fall of Sugar, all 
raiſed to him, in-the ſame Proportion as two 
Barrels of Beef are raiſed, from what ſuch'a 
Quantity of that Commodity uſes to ſell ar 
eres viz. 600 th. to 1719 fb. of Muſcovado 


The 
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The Truth is, How exceeeding profitable 
ever a Sugiht Colony is to! the Mother Na- 
tion, it -HENER was (as 13 i proved th Detettion) 
a Mint of Cald zo the Foſſeſſors, and nothing 
but a fooliſh, Vanity, which ough 
out of{ the World, couſd hate prevail'd on us 
in the Winds to baaſt to Others, much 
leſs to bring Ourſelvts to believe, that ever 
we were Maſters of any great Degree of W:alth 
that wwe cou d call our own, But as this is a Fact 

hich it nearly concerns our Mother Nation to 
be made ſenſible of, I think I have diſcovered 
(fince the writing of the Deteſtiun) another De- 
monitration of it, fromcthe Ahſtradii of the Pro. 
4 ng ths; ret forithe Propayationof the Goſ⸗ 


reign. Rarts; all which are now before me 
om n the Tine Col. "Qodringtiov's Eſtates in Bur. 


zadbes came into their Hands, except the Ab. 
þra8- forthe Nrar 1729, which happens to be 
miſlaid. And I find it affirm'd in the AbS#ra? 
of 17 © that () theſe: Plantations ¶ Ool. Codrington* 
bave een c to amomi to u of 20000 
per Annum, clear all Cbargæ, and in the next 
raff, that (H The Leariy Crop ¶ of theſe Plan. 
phone nſualty amounts to — 2000 J. Profits 
es ddr. Accordingly it appears 


= the « Schwer Accompts printed in their Ab- 
traci, chat from the Time they had Poſſeſſion 
of. them, which! ws (c) February 1744, to the 


28h of Jamary they have received from 
tbeſe — in the Article of Sup 

to hear the Sum of 40000 J. to Which if we wht 
the Produce af the Rum and Molaſſes (which 


in Barbadats is always computed in reſpect of 


(4) Page 30. of the 8 Edition. (5) Pag. 37. 
0 Vi Vid. Abſtract 1733, pag. 50. * 


the 


t to be hooted 


| the Sugar as One to Four) their whole Recei 


TS] 


in that u Time amount to near 500007,” And 
Balance in favour of thoſe Eſtates ini the Hands 
of the Treaſurer (d) on the 28th of 'Fanyary'laft 
was 541. 115. 8 d. or rather the Balance lay 
againſt them, becauſe the Barbadoes” frecompr 
is ſtill Debtor to the Society's Acoompt for Mo- 


ny formerly borrowed from thence to pay-Bitts 


drawn from Barbadoes, as well as for «Intereſt 
of Part of the Money fo borrowed. Now, al- 
lowing the whole Produce of che Rum and Mo- 
laſſes, during that Time (which according to 


the Valuation in Barbadees *- ought to be near 


10000.) to have been laid out in Plantation- 
Charges, and ( becauſe I know that, whatever 
ſome alledge, the Produce of the Rum and Mo- 


laſſes will not ſupport a Sugar Plantation) al- 


lowing farther 10000 J. more to have been dif- 
burs'd on che ſame Account, including the Sa- 
lary of the Calecbiſt, and ſome other ſmall Ex- 
pences that are out of the Road of other Planta- 
tions, there muſt have been near 40000 l expend- 
ed on the Collage. Icou'd wiſhᷣ che Diſburſments ſor 
the Plantations, had been ſet don in one Article, 
and the Diſburſments for the College in another, 
and not blended together as they are all along 
in the Barbodves Accompt; but fince you, Sir, 
are intimate enough with many of the Members 
of that truly Illuſtrious Society, you may doubts» 
leſs have a Sight of their Barbadves ec 
when you pleaſe; from whence you will 

ceive that the neceſſary Expences of theſe Two 
Plantations have been much greater than the 
Society, or any others that are - unacquainted 


4) Abſtract for 1731, pag. 59. * Preſent State of 
the Britiþ Sugar Colonies confidered, 4'*, Lenden Printed 
2737, page _ a 

with 
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with the State of an Exgliſʒ Sugar Colony cou'd 
have ſuppos d, and conſequently (which is my 
Meaning in making Uſe of this Inftance) that 
our Plantations are not of ſuch Value to 
the Owners as the Publick has long been led 
And fince ſeveral Members of that Society, 
which conſiſts of ſome of the beſt and wiſeſt 
Men in the Nation, are in their other Stations 
concerned in the Direction of Publick Affaits, 
I hope I ſhall obtain their Pardon if I preſume 
to put them in Mind, that it is very much their 


Intereſt, as a Society, to look into the State 


and Situation of the Sugar-Trade of England, 
and to give all the Light to it they can, and 
even to lend a helping Hand, becauſe if that 
Trade ſhou'd be loft, or ſuffer'd to decline as 
it does, they | will never be able to fulfil the 
Pious and Charitable Deſigns of their Noble 
Benefactor, General Codrington. | 
This is certainly a Matter that cannot be 
wade too plain, by reaſon of it's Conſequences z 


for tho? the Miſtakes the World has fallen 


into concerning it, have hitherto injur'd very few 
but the Planters: or the Proprietors themſelves, 


pet the Nation in the End, and that ſoon, muſt 


the Grand Loſer. Whoever knows any thing 
of the Trade of England will allow that the Su- 
gar-Trade is moſt beneficial to her; She felt 
the Profit of it with Pleaſure in the two laſt 
Wars with France, and I wou'd fain hope will 
continue to do ſo more and more, (e) *As there is 


not any thing more certain, than that our Vet- 


* India Trade has greatly enlarged our Stock, and 
-* increaſed our Navigation, and ſet the general Ba- 


(+) mut Survey of Trade, 24 Edition, pag. 154- 
G „ SRP 
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« lance of Trade with ſome Countries for many 
© Years on our Side; fo notwithſtanding all our 
© Tyxuries, which our Home-Produ would not 
© ſo well have anſwered, it has enabled the Naz 
© tion to gather at the ſame Time ſuch a Maſs of 
« Wealth as our Wars have expended. ? But alas! 
this idle Conceit of the Opulence of our Sugar 
Planters, which I am now labouring to detect; 
has ſo univerſally prevaiPd as to divert our Na- 


tion from taking that Care of us which her own 


Intereſt required, while her. Rivals have been 
ſuffered to grow great, and even furniſhed by 
Great Britain with Materials to ruin her own Su- 
gar-Trade; and many other bad Effects it has 
produced, which now begin to be viſible, and 


are in every Bodies Mouths; but I beg leave 


to mention one more to you, Sir, which I doubt 
has not been obſerved before,, and that is the 
great Hinderance it has proved to the Propaga- 
tion of Chriſtianity, which ought to be the 
deareſt Thing in the World to all of us 17 
are not Infidels. 

The Northern Colonies (except Vi irginia — 
Maryland, and that only with regard to Tobacco, 
which is their proper Produce) are in Fact what 
the Southern are falſly ſaid to be, very rich; and 
their Conduct in diſſembling what they are has 
perhaps turned as much to their private Ad- 
vantage, as our Folly in boaſting of what we 
never were, has injur'd both as and our Mother 
Nation. Very many of the Eſtates in all the 
Northern Colonies are well ſettled, and im- 
Proving to ſuch a Degree, that what Dr D Avenant 
4magined (/) to be the Work of a People that had been 
* Three or Four Hundred Years, is brought 


4 ) 3 on the 1 Revenues, Vol. II. pag. 227. 
LO 
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to: paſs there in leſs than a Fourth of that Time; 
for not confined now (as he ſuppoſed they won'd 
be) to clearing of Woods, rearing of Cattle, Tillage, 
making of | Fences, and raiſing neceſſary Buildings, 
they have for ſome Time been ſetting up Manu- 
faitures, and are very capable of ſetting up others 
of more Extent and Importance, both for their 
own Uſe and for Exportation ; and which renders 
their Settlements of greater Value than other. 
wiſe, they can defend themſelves from the In- 
vaſions of the Enemies of their Mother Nation 
in Time of War. 

On the other Part, if we except Barbadoes, 
(g) which yet requires the Annual Expence of 
 Booool. Sterling, to keep up the neceſſary Com- 


antation in Forty in all our other Sugar Colo- 


Slaves and other Neceſſaries for manuring the 
Soil; and which is worſe, none of them are 
in 'a Condition to purchaſe thoſe Materials 
while their Produce lies now rotting in England 
for Want of Exportation. The Coſt of Settling 
a Sugar Plantation of 200 Acres, altho* the 
Land utfelf was to be had for Nothing, is 
at the leaſt (h) 8000/. Sterling; If the Owner of 
ſuch a Quantity has not that Sum to begin 
with here, ſo far as he falls ſhort of it, fo 
Far he fails in cultivating his Plantation ; and 
if (as is the common Way) he borrows it of 
the Trader, he then falls under Bondage to 
the Trader, and is perhaps never releaſed 
from it but with the Loſs of his Plantation. 
A Hurricane ſets - him farther back than Two 


ls) Preſent State of the Briti/þ Sugar Colonies conſider d, 
Peg. 23. (b) See the Detection, pag. 42. 


ſeaſonable 


lement of Slaves there, there is hardly One 


nies but is conſiderably underſtocked, both in 


C 11 1 
ſeaſonable Years can advanee him; Accidents] 


Fire among the Canes will deſtroy a. great 
Part of his Crop, and a long-continued Drought 
"The 


a much greater; A Mortality amon 


Negroes goes near to ruin him; and fuch a 
Fall of ar as is now in Europe, puts him 
almoſt out of a Poſlibility of Redemption. 
For Sugar is the only thing of Worth Tha 
his Soil is capable of producing; Tobacc 
wou'd interfere with thoſe Colonies whoſe 
proper Produce it is, and our Mother Nation 
wou'd not ſuffer it; a larger Produce of Cot- 
ton, Ginger, Aloes, Cc. than now is in Bar- 
badoes, Famaica, and elſewhere, wou'd quickly 
glut the Foreign Market ; we have no Tim- 
r to build Shipping, no Materials to ſet up 
any one Manufacture, and our Soil will nat 
ield Engliſo Grain and Fruits. So that when 
ugar fails us we are undone, as having neither 
Food nor Raiment here, nor wherewithal to 
buy them from England, Ireland, or the Northern 
Colonies. And to compleat our Unhappy Si- 


tuation, we are every moment liable, in Time 
of War, to be devoured by the Enemies of 


our Mother Nation; inſomuch that was a cer. 
tain Power to fall out with Her once more, 
the little INands of Nevis and Montſerat wou'd 
ſcarce be a Breakfaſt for him; and I fear ir has 
been but too plainly prov'd in (i) The Detektion, 
that S. Chriſtophers, notwithſtanding the Noife 
chat is made of the Inland Fortification there, 
cov'd not ſtop him long; and I ſhou'd be very 
glad to ſee it well proved, that the Fortifica- 
ons on our other Sugar Colonies cou'd ſtop 
him any where: Our only Defence or Security 


(i) Ibid. pag. 63. &c. 
C 2 wou'd 
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wou'd lie in keeping him from our Shoar; and 
how the. White Inhabitants of our Iſlands (for 
at ſuch a Time the Slaves are really our Ene- 
mies) can do that, will appear to any Man 
at pleaſes to look into their Ranks and Num- 


pers, which he may ſee at the Plantation- Office 
in London. | | 


And yet ſo powerfully have the Northern 
{I do not mean the Tobacco) Colonies plead- 
ed Poverty, and ſo powerfully too have the 
Southern vaunted their Wealth, that the for- 
mer have long been believed in England to be 
very poor, and the latter exceeding rich. Dr 
Humphreys ſpeaking of the firſt, calls them (4) 
the poorer Plantations on the Continent ; the other 
he calls the Rich Seltlements ; and the Biſhop of 
London (I) expreſſes himſelf to much the fame 
Purpoſe, as many others had done before them 
and in Conſequence of this miſtaken Notion, 
the Society for propagating the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts, have ſo bent their Force in Fa- 
'vour of theſe Colonies, as to have none left 
for the many Thouſands of Heathens that are 
periſhing in our Vt Indies; as if they rather 
were a Society for the Converſion of the Diſ- 
ſenters on the Continent, than for ieee 
ting of the Goſpel in partibus infidelium. Lis 
true, the Sugar Colonies being in a manner 
Wholly, and the Tobacco Colonies in the Main, 
inhabited by profeſs'd Members of the Church 
of England, they did long enough ago make 
(as the Value of the Produce, of their ſeveral 
Plantations then was) a tolerable Proviſion for 
a Regular Clergy to be licenſed by the Biſhop 
. Hiftorieal Account of 1h Sever, pag. 9. () Let 


bers to the Maſters of Slaves, and the Miſſionaries, pag. 9, 10. 


of 
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of London; and, did not the wretched Poverty 
into which the Sugar Settlements are now fal- 
len, render it imptacticable, ſome of them, 
to my Knowledge, wou'd make their Clergy 
eaſier in their Circumſtances, than many of them 
are at preſent. But the other Colonies having 
been chiefly ſettled by Diſſenters, from whom 
a due Proviſion for a Church of England Cler- 
gy, Was not to be expected, this, no. doubt, 
induced the Society to pity and help them 
firſt ; as indeed, conſidering the woful-Igno- 
rance into which they were ſunk, it was as 
neceſſary to begin with them, as I hope it will 
be judged wrong never to have done with them. 
And fince the kind Treatment and extenſive 
Charity they have long received from their Mo- 
ther Nation, and the great Pains the Socie 
in particular has taken to inſtruct and-reclaim 
them, has prevailed on many, and is like to 
prevail on many more of thoſe Diſſenters, to 
return into the Boſom of the Church, from 
which their Forefathers unhappily departed ; 
and ſince the Figure theſe Northern Colonies 
now make in the World, and their large Pro- 
duce and Exportations in Trade (as ſhall. be 
ſhewed by and by) demonſtrate them to be 
not a little conſiderable for their Wealth; it 
is to be hoped, they will not think it reaſo- 
nable that Contributions ſhould be ſtill raiſed by 
the ſerious Chriftians in England, to make Pro- 
viſion for their Spiritual Welfare, which they 
are better able to do themſelves than many of 
theſe good People at Home, who do it for 
them. Within theſe laſt Ten Years, the So- 
ciety has laid out (as appears from their prin- 
ted Accounts) not leſs than 20,0001. Sterling, 
in Salaries to Miſſionaries, Catechiſts, and 
ES School- 
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Scheel-Maſters, for their Service alone, and 
+80, or 190, and of late 24o/. per annum, in 
Salaries to their Secretary, Treaſurer, and Meſ- 
ſenger, which ought likewiſe to be placed to 
the Account of thoſe Colonies. A very great 
Sum, to ariſe from Charity ! and which could 
not, had it not been ſo diverted, but have 
enabled the Society to do good Service in their 
Grand and General Deſign, viz. the Conver- 
fon of Heathens ! And I am verily perſuaded, 
that even the Diſſenters in the Northern Colo- 
nies, are ſuch Lovers of Mankind, and of Him 
who died for Mankind, that, far from divert- 
ing that excellent Charity any longer from its 
Natural Channel to themſelves, they will, as 
foon as the proper Methods ſhall be taken to 
bring the Inhabitants to make a ſuitable Provi- 
ſien for a Regular Clergy, rather readily con- 
eur in, than give the leaſt Obſtruction to, fo 
fit and reaſonable a Work. And then the So- 
eiety will have wherewithal to purſue what ſeems 
to be more peculiarly their Work, the Con- 
ver ſion of Indians and Negroes, As to the In- 
dians on our part of the Continent, I'm forry 
the Traders have ſo accuſtomed them to the 
Uſe of Rum, that unleſs they continue to ſup- 
ply chat unhappy People with it, they will en- 
ter into no Commerce at all with them, and 
ff they are ſtill ſupply'd with it, there is no 

fach thing as bringing them over to Chriſtia- 
Hity,' or any thing that is good, uſeful, or 
praife-worthy. - But of this more hereafter. 
Something conſiderable might be done for the 


Negro-Slaves on the Continent, where, except- 
ing South-Carolina, and the Tobacco Colonies, 
they are not very numerous. And ſomething 
likewiſe might be begun in Favour of the 

Negroes 
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Negroes of our Sugar Colonies, which it will 
be granted are one principal Object of the 
Care of a Society incorporated for the -Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel; not that I think the 
Society will ever be able, with all the Helps 
they can procure from private Chriſtians, to 
propagate it ſucceſsfully among them; but 
ſure they wou'd have Time to look in earneſt 
into the State of that perplex'd and dark At- 
fair, which it does not appear they have been 
able to do ſince their Incorporation; and when 
once they ſhall diſcover the Hinderances of 
ſuch-a Work, and the Means .as well as the 
Neceſſity of proceeding in it, they cannot fail 


to repreſent the Cale in all its Circumſtances 


to thoſe whom it concerns to know it; and 
ſuch a Repreſentation would, without all Pers 
adventure, in a Moment open the Eyes of every 
one of us that pretends to be a Chriſtian, aad 
inſtantly conſtrain him, either to charge himſelf 
with his ſhare of Duty in this Particular, or 
elſe (which muſt be terrible to any Man of 
— fit down condemned in his own 

ind, 5 

This, Sir, is a Digreſſion which I know you 


will forgive. But not to deviate too far, 


What our Sugar-Planters complain of as one 
great Cauſe of the Declenſion of the Sugat 
Trade, is, their being obliged to ſhip their 


Sugar to Great-Britain at all Times, whether 


there is a Market there for it, or no, and 
when they are well aſſur'd there is a Markex 
for it elſewhere; while the rexch, our Na- 
tion's chief Rivals in this Trade, are encou- 
raged to furniſh almoſt all the Markets of Eu. 
rope, even Ireland (where we dare not go) with 
their Sugar, without going firſt to their 1 
| , ation 
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Nation with it; by which different Regulation 
of their Sugar Trade and ours, and the Diffe- 
rence that is between the Duties on their Sugar 
and ours, they are able to ſupply the Foreign 
Markets Thirty per cent cheaper than we can. 
But our Diſadvantage in this Reſpect having 
been fully and plainly demonſtrated already by 
(m) a much abler Hand, I fay no more if it 
here, but refer you to his Performance. 

That the French are to be commended for 
thus conſulting their Intereſts, and that we have 
no Right to oppoſe them in ſo doing, any other 
Way than by conſulting ours in a juſt and ſuita- 
ble Manner, cannot be deny'd; but ſince our 
Nation ſeems (as I hope to ſhew She hath good 
Cauſe) to be alarm'd at the ſtrange Increaſe of 


their Sugar Plantations, and the no leſs ſtrange 


Declenſion of her own, the French are too cau- 
tious, and too provident of Futurity, not to try 
to keep her in the dark, what they can, as to 
the true Ground or Foundation of all this. 
Their Edicts of January 1726 and Ocfober 1727 
in behalf of their Sugar-Trade; their beſtowing 


of Land in Hiſpaniola, and tranſporting of Peo- 


ple thither gratis; the Encouragements given to 
ſubſiſt them there till they can ſubſiſt them- 


ſelves; the great Care that has been taken (ever 


ſince their firſt Violation of the Treaty of Neu- 
trality between Great Britain and them in Ame- 
rica) to ſtrengthen and ſecure their Settlements 
in Martinico, Guadalope, Granade, Grandterre, 
and Marigalante ; and the Fertility of their new 
Soils, and Eaſineſs of cultivating them beyond 
what ours are capable of ; are, I ſuppoſe, Facts 
well known to the Publick ; and fince the 


(n) Preſent State of che Britiſh Sugar Colonies conſidered. 
2 4 Genius 
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Genius and Methods of living of our People 
and the French, are in ſome Inſtances pretty 


different, I will allow their Sugar Planters have 


been more parſimonious than ours, or, if you 
pleaſe, that Frenchmen live and fare harder than 
Engliſhmen, It muſt alſo be perceived, on the 
other Hand, that in the two laſt Wars with 
France, our Sugar Colonies ſuffered much more 
from their Arms, than theirs did from ours; 
ſome have complained that the ſame Care was 
not taken of us at Utrecot, as was of them; 
Jamaica, conſider'd as a Colony, has loſt the 
Trade to the Span/b Coaſt, and, in Conſequence 
of that, her Seafaring Hands; the conquered 
Part of St Chriſtopher's has been ſold (at a 
Price and in a Manner unexampled on this 
Side the Globe, or perhaps any where elſe) ro 
thoſe who ventured their Lives to conquer it, 
as the Inhabitants of the Engliſh Part of that 
Iſland (with the Aſſiſtance of the neighbouring 
Iſlands) did twice, once in K. Wilkam's War, 
and again in Queen Anne's, and defended the 
whole at a very great Expence to themſelves, 
and with the conſtant Hazard of their Lives, 
during both theſe Wars; the Trade to Africa 
has been ſo carried on for many Years, that 
Slaves, the prime Materials (as Things are or- 
dered) for cultivating our Soil, come worle and 
dearer to us, and we have not that Credit for 
them, as when the African Company flouriſhed ; 
the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's have injured our 
Trade, and all of us have been tired out in 
making Additions to the Salaries of the ſe- 
veral Governors, which are Hardſhips unknown 
to the Prench, Theſe, if taken together, muſt 
be confeſſed to have given thoſe Rivals no ſmall 
Advantage over us; but yet it is not to them 

5 only 
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only, or chiefly, that the Increaſe of their Plan- 
rations and Sugar Trade, and the Declenſion of 

ours, is owing. | 
Brandy, at leaſt-what is good, is wholly the 
Manufacture of France, and in Demand over 
almoſt the whole known World; and France 
making enough of it to ſupply all Demands, 
even thoſe of her own Fiſheries on the North 
Coaſt of Newfoundland, and her Settlements at 
Cape Breton, Quebec, and elſewhere, her Sugar 
Colonies were never indulged to make Rum, 
except for Uſes in Phyſick, and their Negro 
Slaves, as being a Commodity that would inter- 
fere with a main Branch of the Produce of 
France; and the Molaſſes of Courſe was all gi- 
ven to their Slaves and Hogs, or thrown away 
as uſeleſs. Thus ſtood the no ſmall Article of 
Rum and Molaſles, *till in our two laſt Wars 
with France, the laſt eſpecially, too many of 
our Veſſels from New-England, Rbhode-1ſland, 
&c. that traded with our Sugar Colonies in 
Lumber, Horſes, and Proviſions, falling into 
the Hands of their Privateers, the French ſoon 
diſcern'd what a mighty Gain it muſt be to a 
Sugar Colony to have Lumber ready ſquared 
and ſawed out for building of Houſes, ma- 
king of Caſk, and other Uſes, which till then 
they had been forced to cut out of hard Wood, 
and to take off near a fourth Part of their 
Hands ( fince. employ'd to better Purpoſe in 
their Sugar Manufacture) to prepare the ſame 
at Dominico, and elſewhere, as well as in their 
own Mountains, which now began to fail them; 
and finding alſo, that the Horſes from New- 
England, &c. did anſwer Plantation- uſe incom- 
parably, beyond what could be had from any 
other Quarter, and that the Bread, Flower, F . 
| alt 
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* falt Pork, Sc. from the Continent, were good 


in the kind, and very ſuitable to their Oeca- 


ſions; no ſooner did the Ceffation of Arms be- 


tween England and France take place in theſe 
Parts, but they permitted and encouraged the 
Importation of thoſe ſo neceſſary Materials in- 
to their Colonies of Martinico, Guadalope, &e. 
And fo ſenſible were they of the Benefit of this 
Commerce to the Sugar Colonies, that at firſt 
they. made no Scruple to pay for them in Mo- 
ney, which Money was immediately brought 
by theſe Northern Traders to our own Iſlands, 
and laid out with us in Sugar, Rum, and Mo- 
laſſes; but ſoon finding that their Rum and 
Molaſſes would be as acceptible a Return to 
thoſe Traders for theſe Commodities, the French 
were allow'd to ſet themſel ves in good earneſt to 
the making of Rum, and have ever ſince pur- 
chaſed all their Lumber, Horſes, &c. with that 


and Molaſſes, which before were of no Benefit 


to them. What an Advantage this muſt be to 


all the French Sugar Colonies (except Hiſpanio- 
la, in the Article of Lumber, which it does 


not much want) may be gueſs'd at from what 
the ſingle Iſland of Barbadoes pays yearly to 
our Northern Colonies for thoſe Materials, viz. 
85,0001, Sterling, as calculated by the laſt 


mentioned Author, () thus, 


J. 
Fiſh — — — 20,000 
Lumber, Boards, Staves, &c. — 40,000 
Horſes — 13, 000 


Flower, Bread, Corn, &c. — 10,000 


{n) Ibid. p. 23. 
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And our other Northern Colonies of Penſilva- 
nia, Virginia, New-York, &c. ſoon obſerving 
this, grew leſs fond of what (in reference to 
the Intereſts of our Mother Nation) is more 
properly their Produce or Manufacture, and 
unanimouſly gave into this Trade with the 
French. And all of them did the fame with 
the Hollanders at St Euſtace, Curaſoa, but eſpe- 
cially, at Surinam, where Lumber was then ſo 
ſcarce, that for one empty Hogſhead, they 
would fill the Importer another of equal Di- 


menſions, wich Molaſſes; and to ſuch a Height 


is this Trade carried ther, that the Dutch de⸗ 
gin now to put our Northern Traders under 
Diſcipline, and will not deal with them at all 
unleſs they import a certain Number of Hor- 
ſes (which are in great Demand there) in pro- 
portion to the Tonnage, and other Cargo of 

the Veſlel; and fo ſtrict are they in this Par- 
ticular, that when any of the Horſes die, or 
are thrown over- board in the Voyage, the Tra- 
der's Oath will not ſerve, but their Hoofs muſt 
be produced for a Certificate at Surinam. The 


Iſland of Curaſoa is of no Worth for its Na- 


tive Produce, and yet, by being ſupplied with 
Proviſions from Ireland, and our Northern Co- 
lonies, it is able to maintain a Trade wonder— 
fully beneficial to Holland; for, beſides its Com- 
merce with the French and Engliſh Iſlands, there 
are ſeldom fewer than ten of their Weſt-India 
Company's Ships there, of from Sixteen to 
Forty Guns, and from Fifty to 120 Hands, or 
more, ſix of which, belides a great many 
Slaves, are conſtantly employ*d all along the 
Spaniſh Coaſt, from Porto-Rico to near the Baſti- 
ments, where they ſell their European Goods 
for Cocoa, Tallow, Hides, Spaniſh T 2 
Mules, 
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Mules, Drugs, Spices, Dying-Woods,. and 
ſome Money; and theſe are a ſort of Veſſels 
that the Guarda Coſta's never meddle with but 
thro! Miſtake, and then, their Miſtake coſts 
them dearer than I ſhall ſay. And it is plea- 
ſant enough to ſee how the Dutch diſcipline us 
there too; for, tho? the Trade of that Iſland 
cannot poſſibly be carried on but with the Help 
of Ireland, and our Northern Colonies, yet none 
of them are admitted now to trade there with- 
out paying Nine per cent, Duty to the Com- 
pany. Not that the French are behind-hand 
with the Dutch, in Point of Gratitude ;z for no 
ſooner at any Time are they ſufficiently ſtock'd 
with Horſes, Lumber, and Proviſions, bur 
they ſeize all the Veſſels from Ireland and our 
Northern Colonies, that are within their Reach, 
and condemn them as good Prize, as they did 
about two Years ago at Santa Lucia, calling 
it (as indeed it is) a Clandeſtine Trade, con- 
trary to the Laus and Treaties of both Nations. 
The Caſe ſtands thus: The Merchants of Nantz, 
Bourdeaux, &c. who have the furniſhing their 
Colonies with Neceſſaries, ſend their Ships di- 
rectly from thoſe Places to Ireland for Pro- 
viſions, and from Ireland to their Sugar Colo- 
nies; and when the Wheat Harveſt in France 
proves good, and they have got what they 
are pleaſed to call a ſufficient Stock (which, 
however, is never ſufficient) of ſuch Proviſions, 
they preſently procure the ſtricteſt Orders from 
Court to the Governors abroad, to check this 
contraband Trade, and theſe Orders (notwith- 
ſtanding a ſtanding Inſtruction to the French 
Governors in theſe Parts, to permit, upon the 
Requeſt of the Inhabitants, the Importation of Pro- 
viſions, &c, from any Quarter) are for that 

Time 
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Time* as ſtrictly executed; but their Sugar 
Planters knowing that theſe Merchants are only 
making a Property of them, and that they muſt 
pay dearer (and in another Species than Rum 
or Molaſſes) for the Proviſions thus imported 
from Ireland and France, than for thoſe we 


carry to them from Jreland and our Northern 
Colonies, they will always, be the Prohibition 
ever ſo ſtrongly guarded, find means to deal 
with our Traders, either at S. Lucia, or elſe- 
where; and if our Northern Veſſels dare not 
meet them. at theſe Places, for fear of Con- 
fiſcation, they will ſend their own Veſſels with 
Rum, Sc. to our Northern Colonies to pur- 
chaſe Proviſions, and what elſe they want ; 
which Veſſels afterwards take out their Clearings 
from Cape Breton, and then return to their 
Sugar Iſlands, where the Thing (their Neceſ- 
fities really compelling them to it) is never 


ſtrictly look'd into. 
Hence it is evident that both theſe Na- 


tions (the French eſpecially) are exceeding 
Gainers by this Trade; nay ſo well are all 
their Sugar Colonies furniſhed with all the 
Particulars ſo often mentioned, viz. Horſes 


Lumber and Proviſions, as often to have them 


cheaper than we have, and while I am now 
writing (November 1732) 1riſþ Beef is fold at 
Curaſoa and Martinico at Five or ſix, and with 
us | the Engliſh Leward Iſlands ] at Nine or ten 
Pieces of Eight by the Barrel; for the French 
being loaded with no ſuch Duties on their 


Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes as we are, they can 


under-ſell us to our Brethren of the Northern 
Colonies and Ireland in every Branch of the 
Produce, and therefore theſe our Brethren 


chuſe rather to. deal with them than with us. 
| : And 


| * 
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And to this Trade it is, Sir, that the long De- 
clenſion, and near approaching Ruin of our 
Sugar Colonies and Trade, and the no leſs 
ſignal Riſe of the French, is chiefly to be at- 
tributed. 

But, ſay ſome, What of all that? Wou'd 
it be Wiſdom in Great Britain to refuſe to 
furniſh her Rivals, or even her Enemies, with 
ſuch Things as they can get elſewhere, or 
raiſe up in their own Countries, provided ſhe 
promotes her proper Benefit by ſuch ſupplying 
them? And here the Dutch are brought for 
an Example, who ſupplied France in the laſt 
War with Naval and Warlike Stores, as well 
as with Grain, Pot-aſh, Starch, Pipe-Staves, 
Brown Sugar, Dying-Goods, unwrought Cop- 
per, Steel, Iron, Salt-Fiſh, Hides, Wool, 
Bees- Wax, Train-Oil, Borax and Quickſilver, 
and Butter and Cheeſe for Lent- time. Whether 
the Dutch gained by this Trade, was (I re- 
member) doubted by ſome at the End of that 
War, while others ſuppoſed France and them 
to have been near on a Par; but conſidering 
that the Things the Dutch got in Return from 
France (viz, Wine, Brandy, Salt, Paper, Win- 
dow-Glaſs, all forts of Oil, dried Fruits, O- 
lives, Anchovies, Levant-Coffee, and all other 
Turkey Goods) did ſerve for Luxury, or at 
beſt were periſhing Commodities, if their Re- 
Exportation of the ſame did not much exceed 
their Conſumption, they muſt have been Loſers 
by it: Rotterdam oppos'd it ſtrenuouſly at firſt, 
as pernicious to their Country; ſome rulin 
Men indeed, who had eaſy Acceſs to the Far- 
mers of the French Revenue, might meet their 
Account in it, and the common People were 
pleas'd, begauſe it gave them preſent EI 
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and open'd a quicker Vent for their Land Pro- 
duce; but as ſoon as the Luxuries it intro- 


duced became viſible, ſome of the Chief of 


their States were for putting a Stop to it, and 
probably would have done ſo, notwithſtanding 
the Inclinations of the Vulgar, and the Intereſt 


of private Perſons, if our Nation had then 
thought fit to thwart a Trade, which whatever 


it was to Holland, was by many deem'd diſad- 
vantagious to us. However; *twas certainly 
the Proſpect of Gain to the Dutch, conſider'd 
as a Nation, that led them into that Trade ; 
but this cannot be pretended, as I hope pre- 
ſently to ſhew, in the Trade between our Nor- 


 thern Colonies, | and the French Iflands here, 


with reſpect to our Nation. The Dutch like- 
wiſe ſaw, that the French might be furniſhed 
with Naval Stores, Sc. from other Places; but 
neither can this be pretended in the preſent 
Cafe. Horſes for Mills, and other Uſes, they 
can have none, except from where their Saddle 
and Coach-Horſes are brought, viz. Old France, 
the Mule-Trade with Spain, 1s at beſt clan- 
deſt ine and precarious, and fo very expenſive, 
that Mules, as ſoon as imported here, are ge- 
nerally ſold from 18 to 28 J. Sterling per Head; 


neither will their Plantation-Produce, purchaſe 


them from the Spaniard, no, nor from the Dutch 
at Cura ſoa, unleſs at a Price they cannot afford 
to part with it. Pork, Flower, and ſome 
Trifles of other Proviſion, they may have from 


France at a very dear Rate, and when the Har- 


veſt proves good; but what poſſible Way have 
they to be ſupply'd with ſalt Beef, Herrings, 
&c. which are alſo in good Demand in France 
itſelf, but from Ireland? Can any one of their 


Sugar Colonies ſubſiſt without Plenty of Corn, 


Bread, 


a Tar 


ns is. 


by” 
[* 
= 
A 
* 
2 
of 
7 
i 
* 
el 
*s 
4 1 
+ IJ 
4 
+ $5 
£3 
1 
a P 
* 
9 
1 
12 
"dr 
N 
Y NI 
„ 
* 
„ 
1 4 
* A 
LE 
A 
. Is 
. 
N 
; 
1 
1 
7 
2 
A 
2 
- 
4 


1. 2 2 


Bread, Sc.? And where are theſe to be had 


at a tolerable Price, but from our Northern Co- 
lonies? As for Lumber, viz. Boards, Joiſts, 
and Shingles for Building, Staves, Hoops, and 
Heading for Caſk, it is indeed alledged, that 
theſe may be had from the Bay of Apalachy; 
or their own Settlements at Quebec; but who< 
ever is acquainted with the Length, Difficul- 
ties, and Hazards of the Navigation, to and 
from thoſe Places, and the French Incapacity 
in both to furniſh the feveral Sortments of 
Timber that are to be had with Eafe, and at 
a ſmall Expence from our Northern Colonies, 
will ſay no ſuch thing; however, fince great 
Streſs 1s laid upon this (Which ſure the French 
would have attempted before now, had it been 
S ) let them try to procure their Lum- 
er from thoſe Places, if they can; ſince we 
are ſure they cannot get Horſes and Proviſions, 
at a reaſonable and living Price, any where but 
from us, and ſince we know they can neither 
improve nor preſerve their Sugar Settlements 
without both, while they are providing the 
Lumber Part, whether from Apalachy, Canada, 
or their own Mountains in the Meſt-Indies, our 
Plantations being plentifully ſupply'd in all 
thoſe Articles, we ſhall be able to make Sugar, 
Rum, and Molaſſes in ſuch Quantities, before 
they can recover themſelves, that it will not 
be worth the while of French, Dutch, or any 
other Nation, to pretend to vye with ours in 
thoſe Manufactures. | 
But ſince the Gain that comes to our Nor- 
bern Colonies, and at length to Great-Britain, 
by this Trade with the French and Dutch Sugat 
Settlements, is ſaid to be greater than the Da- 


mage our Sugar Colonies, and Great-Britsin io 
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the Sequel, can ſuſtain by it; and ſince it is 
alſo affirm'd, that an abſolute Reſtraint of this 
Trade between the Foreign Colonies and ours 


on the Continent, . whoſe Product (excepting 


Tobacco) conſiſts in Lumber, Horſes, and Pro- 
viſions, would ruin our Northern Colonies, and 
ir particular, diſable them to pay for the Bri- 
tiſo Manufactures they conſume, and that our 
Sugar Colonies cannot take off one Half, if a 
Third, of their Product, nor furniſh them with 
the Rum and Molaſſes neceſſary for their Fiſhe- 
ries and Indian Trade, ſo that the other Half, 
if not two Thirds of their Lumber, Horſes, 
and Proviſions, which are now exported to the 
French and Dutch Colonies, and exchang'd there 
for Money, Sugar, Rum, Molaſſes, Cocoa, 
Indigo, &c. would be all loſt to them 
Theſe being Matters of Importance, I ſhall try 
to ſearch to the Bottom of them. 

(o) The late ill Order in our Affairs“ (ſays 
Dr. Davenant, ſpeaking of King William's War) 
« ſufficiently evinces what a mutual Dependance 
our Soutbern and Northern Colonies (in Ame- 
rica) have one upon another; for ſo little 
Care was taken for the Convoys that were to 
protect the Supplies of Proviſion for our 
* (Sugar) Iſlands, that though all Neceſſaries 
© might. have been as well (tho* not quite ſo 
cheap) ſent from 1reland, as from the Nor- 
«© thern Plantations, yet *tis apparent that many 
Times, the Southern Parts muſt have periſh'd 


for Want, if they had not been ſupply'd by 


© the Northern Colonies. But however uſeful 
* they may have been to His Majeſty's Iſlands 


{ 0) Diſcourſes on the Publick Revenues, Vol. II. Page 
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during the War, yet it will perhaps concern 
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* the Publick to look a little into the Poſture 
of Affairs upon the Continent. —Firſt, wich- 
out doubt, the Negligence of former Times, 
has ſuffer'd a greater Number of Plantations 
< on the Continent, than do well conſiſt with 
the Navigation, and other Intereſts of their 
Mother Country. Secondly, It cannot be for 
the Publick Good of a Kingdom, to furniſh 
Colonies out of it with People, when the 
Product of ſuch Colonies is the ſame with 
the Kingdom's, and ſo rivals the Kingdom 
both in it's Navigation and in it's Product, at 
the Markets where ſuch Product is vended. 
* Thirdly, It can hardly be the Intereſt of a 
Country, to ſuffer it's People to make Settle- 
ments of ſeveral Plantations that yield one 
and the ſame Commodity. Fourthly, As 
many Empires have been ruin'd by too much 
* inlarging their Dominions, and by graſping 
cat too great an Extent of Territory, ſo our 
© Intereſt in America, may decay, by aiming at 
more Provinces, and a greater Tract of Land, 
than we can either cultivate or defend.“ 
Such is the Intereſt of our Nation in her 
Sugar Colonies, that (in the Opinion of one 
who ſeems to have been no incompetent Judge 
of ſuch Matters) the Preſervation. of them is 
the beſt, or only Thing that all her Northern 
Colonies are good for. (p.) For ( ſays he) 
without our Southern Colonies, our Northern 
© Colonies can be of no real Advantage to us; 
© ſince what they are at preſent, muſt ceaſe on 
* the Decay or Loſs of the Sugar Hands, from 
* whence their Value to Great Britain chiefly 


( 2 ) Waid's Survey of Trade, p. 149. 
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otherwiſe prejudicial Colonies to their Mother 
Country. 9 aka 
(2) Great Care (ſays Mr Gee) has been ta- 
ken (by thoſe Countries of Europe who have 
Colonies in America) to prevent ſuch Colo- 
nies from going upon ſuch Manufadtures as 
did interfere with theirs at Home; for as 
People are the Riches of a Kingdom, it 
£ would be ſad Policy indeed for Governments 
© to ſpare them, be at the Charge of protect- 
ing them abroad, and yet allow them to ſet 
t up the Manufactures of their Mother King- 
dom, whereby they wou'd ſupply themſelves, 
c and in reſpect to Trade and 9 throw 
E them into 4 State of Independency.— 
E of their own, 
© yet take Care to diſcourage any of the Manu- 
5 factures of Europe being carried on in their 
£ Plantations ; they will not ſuffer the making 
< of Wines, Oils, and many other Things, - be- 
s cauſe Old Spain ſhould have the Benefit of 


© ſupplying them, and alſo that they may not 


+ be interrupted in raiſing the Produce of their 
« Plantations. The Portugueze have done the 
* like in the Brazils ; and tho' they have none 
of their own, rather chuſe to buy the Manu- 
© faftures of other European Countries, becauſe 
s their Planters ſhould not be diverted from 
carrying on thoſe of Sugar and Tobacco, 
F and applying themſelves to their Mines.—— 
* Thijs ought to put us upon Conſiderations, 
* what we ſhould gain if our Colonies were 
© duly regulated and encourag d, ſince we are 


l 9 Trade and Navigation of Great-Britain conſider'd, 
30 Edition, p. 77. 


capable 


ariſes, and for want of which, they would be 
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capable of ſupplying them with all ſuch Ma- 
« nufaCtures as they ſhall want, by the Induftry 
of our own Inhabitants. The Regulations 
France has made for turning every Under- 
taking in their Plantations to the Good of their 
Mother Country, is ſo extraordinary, that 
it deſerves Imitation.“ And again, (r) We 
ought always to keep a watchful Eye over 
our Colonies, and reſtrain them from ſetting 
up any of the Manufactures which are car- 
ried on in Britain, whereby they would do 
us much Hurt, and themſelves no Good, be- 
cauſe their Labour might be more profitably 
employ'd in raiſing the Product of the Coun- 
try; and any ſuch Attempts ſhould be 
cruſhed, —*? 9 NS 
(/) * As the Bounds of Liberty are exceed- 
ed,” ( ſays a Writer on this Subject) « When- 
ever it is put in the Power of one or more 
of a Society to act to the Damage or De- 
triment of that Society with Impunity; ſo 
Trade, which ought to be general and free 
© to all, certainly may, and ought to be re- 
* fkrained, wherever it is found injurious or 
diſadvantageous to the Society in general.* 
'The Northern Colonies (Tobacco, and late- 
ly Rice, excepted) have all applied themſelves 
to Tillage and raiſing of Cattle, which are the 
Natural Labour and Product of England, and 
finding their Account in this by the Vends 
they have for the ſame, and for Lumber (which 
indeed may be called their Natural Product) 
both in our Sugar Plantations, and in thoſe of 
France and Holland, have declin'd going upon 
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(r) Bid. p. 162. (/ Importance of the Britt 
Plantations in America, Printed for F. Perle, 1731, p. 1. 
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ſuch Labour and Productions, $$ not only do 
not interfere with thoſe of Eng/and, but might 
be rendered highly beneficial to her. 
The Sugar Colonics have no Produce of their 
own for Cloathing, and little or none for 
Food; and, excepting ſome Cotton, Ginger, 
and Aloes at Barbadoes and Jamaica, and the 
Coffee-berry lately begun to be raiſed at the 
latter Place, they neither do nor can employ 
themſelves in any Thing but Sugar, Rum, and 
Molaſſes, which, far from interfering with the 
Product of England, or of her Colonies on the 
Continent, have prov'd very ſerviceable to both. 
Sugar, our Grand Produce, is (as the World 
goes) indiſpenſibly neceſſary to Great- Britain, 
and all other Parts of * and yet, can 
no more be raiſed to Purpoſe any where out 
of the Torrid Zone, than the Fir, Oak, Aſh, 
or Sycamore-Tree, will thrive any where with- 
in it, and therefore, is in Effect, and, as far 
as we can raiſe it, as much the Manufacture 
of Great Britain, as if it was produced within 
herſelf ; From. whence it follows, that our Na- 
tion will preſerve, improve, and encourage 
theſe Colonies for her own Sake. 
And if the Good of the Mother Nation, 
Preferable to what may be the private Intereſt 
of any of her particular Colonies, ought to be 
| Purſued by all her Colonies, or ſuppoſing any 
of her Colonies, not to purſue it preferable to 
their, private or ſingle. Intereſt, the Mother 
Nation, out of Regard to hex own. Preſervation 
and Proſperity, will, as undoubtedly ſhe juſtly 
may, compel ſuch Colony, Or Colopies, to be 
ſubſervient to her Superior Intereſts, or to the 
General Good of che Nation and its Depen- 
dencies. | 17 afar on 7 
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And if it ſhall appear that any ſuch Colonies 
apply themſelves to a Produce that both inter- 
feres with her own, and, by being exported to 
her Rivals in another Produce ( which it is her 
Intereſt, if ſhe can, to confine to herſelf) en- 
ables ſuch her Rivals to beat her out of the 
Foreign Market for that Produce. | 
And if it ſhall farther appear, that ſuch her 
Colonies (ſo interfering with her own Produce, 
and ſo enabling her Rivals to ſupplant her in 
another Produce, which ſhe can no way come 
at, but by ſome of her own Colonies elſe- 
where) have other Means of employing their 
Hands to the full, both for the Mother Na- 
tion's Benefit, and their own; the Mother Na- 
tion will certainly reſtrain them- from proceed- 
ing any longer on ſuch a Produce, or from 
exporting any more of it than is convenient 
to ſerve her own General Intereſts. 

That all our Northern Colonies interfere with 
their Mother Nation, in one Species or other, 
needs little Proof, it being notorious that they 
generally produce Corn and Cattle, which are 
the Produce of England, and that moſt, if not 
all ſorts of Englihþ Huſbandry, are carried on 
there with leſs Labour and greater Increaſe, 
than in England. (u) The Fiſheries of New- Eng- 
land, and it's: Dependencies, have produced at a 
Medium, for ſeveral Years paſt, 230,000 Quintals 
of aried Fiſh, which is ſent to Spain, Portugal, 
and the Mediterranean, and upon an Average, 
have prodaced there, clear of all Charges, 12s. per 
Quintal, or 138,000 1. Sterling. (u) This Trade 
hath increaſed lately above one third Part; and it 
is thought, that this Increaſe hath been in a great 


Ct) Bid. p. 102, (a) lbid. p. 103. 
Meaſure 
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Meaſure owing to the Trade carried on by the New 
England People to the French Iſlands. Now, 
this Fiſh being all catched and cured by. their 
own Inhabitants, and exported by themſelves in 
their own Shipping, it may ſeem to deſerve 
Conſideration, whether the ſame does not pre- 
judice the Fiſheries of the Nation, particularly 
the Newfoundland, (w) in which, (as Sir Joſiah 
Child long ſince oblerv*'d) few ought in Prudence 
to be employ'd but the Inhabitants of Old England, 
Whoſe Trade to the S!reights in Fiſh, is there- 
by conſiderably leſſened, and (x) ome of the 
Ports of Great Britain, ſuch as Poole and others, 
funk into the loweſt State of Poverty, by its re- 
markable Decay, Nor is the Bulk of the Money 
they get for their Fiſh in the Streights, carried 
to Great Britain, as ſome would perſuade us, 
but (5) laid out wwith the French and Dutch in 
Europe for Eaſt-India Goods, French Silts, &c. 
which, as poor as they would have us think 
them, are no ſuch ſmall Ware in our Northern 
Provinces : We have Mr. Gee's Word for it too, 
who ſays, (z) They frequently inveſt Part of 
the Produce of their Fiſh, Lumber, Wheat, 
Sc.] in Goods which they meet with in thoſe Pla- 
ces, as Italian and French Silks, Stuffs, Druggets, 
India Silk, Callicoe, French, Dutch and Ham- 
burgh Linnens, and the Money that ſbould be 

brought to England, is laid out in Foreign Manu- 
faftures, One Third at leaſt of the Sugar car- 
ried to Great Britain from our Sugar Colonies, 
(a) goes in New-England Shipping; and I 


f) New Diſcourſe of Trade, p. 205. (x) Compari- 
ſon between the Briti/þ Sugar Colonies, and MN. Eng/and, 
printed for J. Roberts, 1732, p. 5. Did. p. 20. 
(Z) Trade and Navigation of G. Britain conſider'd, p. 49. 


have 


(©) Compariſon, c. p. 5. 
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have often known the London Ships that come 
here for Sugar, forced to lower their Freight 
on the coming in of the Ne- England Ships, 
which, being built cheaper than perhaps is 
done in England, generally (if not always) take 
it in at 6 d. per cent. leſs than Britiſh built Ships 
can afford to do. () In my Opinion (ſays Sir 
Joſiab Child ) there is nothing more prejudicial, and 
in proſpett more dangerous to any Mother King- 
dom, than the Increaſe of Shipping in it's Colonies, 
which, was there nothing more in it, may drain 
the Nation of Artificers to a Degree ſhe cannot 
on ſome Occaſions well bear: V Colony, as he 
fays, is ſo apt for Ship-building as New-England, 
and accordingly (c) it is computed, that by the 
Trade within her own Bounds only, there are not 
leſs than 600 Sail of Ships and Sloops employ d, 
making at leaſt 38,000 Tons, none of which, when 
employ'd in Freight from the Sugar Iſlands, or 
otherwiſe, (4) ever fit or repair in England. 
(e) Penſylvania builds about 2000 Tons of Shipping 
yearly, over and above what they employ in their 
own Trade, only that ſuch Veſſels are always loaded 
thence. And the reſt of the Northern Colonies 
are going on the ſame Trade of Ship-building 
as faſt as they can. | 

) © If in New-England, or in other Parts 
* there (ſays Dr Davenant ) they ſhould pretend 
to ſet up Manufactures, and to cloath as well 
as feed their Neighbours, their Nearneſs and 
low Price, would give them ſuch Advantages 
© over this Nation, as might prove of pernicious 
« Conſequence.” This indeed he did not think 
practicable in leſs than three or four hundred 
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( 5 ) Diſcourſe on Trade, p. 207. { c ) Importance, 
fc. p. 102 (4) Ib. p. 67. (e] B. p. 93. ( f) Dil 
courſes, Cc. Vol. II. p. 226. 
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Years; but what would he ſay, was he now 
to fee the Manufactures that are ſet up on the 


Continent ? I ſhall barely mention ſome of 


them from Writers of their own, and chiefly 
from (g) an Author of undoubted Credit in 
this Cafe, who ſays in his Preface, He is appre- 
Benſive that ſome may think he has undervalued the 
Trade and Importance of thoſe Colonies, 
() The chief Exports from South-Carolina, 
are, Rice, Deer-Skins, Pitch, Tar, Turpentint, 
Beef, Pork, tann'd Leather, Cedar Wood, Deal 
Boards, Pipe Staves, Timber of all forts, Maſts, 
Yards, &c. And ſome few Ships have been built 
there, and thoſe as good as any that ever were 
built in America. (i) It. produces alſo Myrtle- 
berries, of which Wax is made, Sumach, Saſſa- 
fras, China- Root, great and ſmall Snake-root, with 
Variety of other Phyſical Roots and Herbs. 
(&) and Roſin from the Pine-tree, (I) and, be- 
ſides thoſe already named, ſends to the French, 
Dutch, and Engliſh Iſlands, Butter, Tallow, 
$04 and Candles, both of Myrtle-Wax, and Tal- 


(n) Great Quantities of Tobacro are made in 
North Carolina, which is rcckoned a Diſadvantage 
0 Virginia. (n) The People of New. England 
carry from thence, Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Pork, 
Deer-Skins, ſome Tobacco, and ſometimes Indian 
Corn. 

Virginia and Maryland, produce the ſame 
Things, and almoſt in equal Quantity, (o) 
namely, Tobacco, ſome Pitch and Tar, Deer-Skins, 


(g) Importance of the Britiſh Plantations in America. 
(>) Did. p. 63. (7) Letter from a Swiſs Gentleman, 
rinted for 4 Baldwin, 1710, p. 8, 9. (&) Did. p. 11. 
J) Bid. p. 16. (n) Importance, Cc. p. 70. () 1. 
p. 71. (e) Bid. p. 73. | 
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and Furs of | ſeveral ſorts, Snake-Weaed, Walnuts 


Tree Plank, Pipe, Hog ſhead, and Barrel, Staves, 
and ſome Iron in Pigs; to which he might have 
added Indian Corn, which they export, as well 
as their Lumber, to the Yet-Indies in great 
Quantities. (Pp) The Value of the Lumber annuals 
ly imported from thoſe two Provinces ( into Eng- 
land) is not leſs than 15,000 I. and the Skins and 
Furs not leſs than 60001. (q) They produce Flax 
as good. as any in ibe World, and manufacture 
that as well as Wool, of which they have great 
Plenty, and which is full as good, if not better, 
than what we have in England. 80 that 
it is not unuſual there to ſee Men of good Abi- 
lity cloatbed with Linnen and Woollen of their own 
Produce and Manufacture. (r) No Country bas fi- 
ner Oak, and in greater Plenty. (/) Iron is 
more eaſily made there, than perhaps in any 
other part of the World; the Ore is ſo rich 
© and good, that it produces in common, at 
© leaſt, one Half Iron, There is one Furnace 
and a Forge at Principio, which is ſupplied 
< with Ore, at preſent, from Patap/co River in 
Maryland; another is in Virginia upon Potomac 
River, where the Ore lies contiguous to the 
* Furnace and Forge. The Lands near theſe 
© Places, are very well wooded, —-In a very 
© ſhort time, they will be able to work full 
© as cheap, if not cheaper than in England, 
(t) There muſt be very ill Management, if 
© they are not of prodigious Advantage to the 
< Owners ; and it is not at all to be wondered 


) Bid. p. 74 (9) Did. p75, (r) Preſent 
State of Virginia, by Mr. Jones, printed for J. Clarke, 1724, 
p. 128. (/) Import ince of the Byi7ih Plantations, p. 76. 
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at, if many more Furnaces and Forges are 
erected there; for in many Places, where 


there are vaſt Quantities of Ore, there is 


the Conveniency of Water, fit for any ſuch 
Works, or as good as any have ever been 
erected in England. In ſhort, the Iron of 


theſe Places, is not inferior to any in the 


World for Ship-uſe, and no doubt, they 
will find Ways to convert it to moſt other 
Uſes. (u) In many Places, there is great 
Store of the Myrtle-berries, which being 
boiled up to a Wax, make as good Candles 
as the beſt Wax-Candles whatſoever.” x 
(w) Leather is manufactur'd in South-Ca- 
rolina, Penſylvania, New-York, and New-En- 
gland, not only ſufficient for their own Uſe, 
but for Exportation to the Meſt-India Iſlands, 
&c. — There are many Saddlers in all 
thoſe Places, who work no other Leather 


than ſuch as is made there. The Number 


of Shoe-makers in the [ Northern] Colonies 
is undoubtedly more than all the Smiths and 
Weavers together ; nay, I amfully perſuaded, 
that, upon Enquiry, it will be found their 
are as many or more Tanners than Wea- 
vers. A conſiderable Part of the Trade be- 


tween Boſton and South-Carolina, is the light 
Deer Skins, and thoſe in Hair, which the 


New- England Men carry thence to Boſton, 
where they are as well dreſt, and applied to 
all the ſame Uſes, as in England; indeed 
ſome few. of them may be ſent over to En- 


gland, when they are a little more than ordi- 


(2) Preſent State of Virginia and the College, by Meſ- 


ſieurs Hartwell, Blair, and Chilton, printed for J. Wyat, 
1727, pag. 5. (w) Importance of the Britiſb Planta- 


tions, pag. 79, 80. 
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* nary in demand, but that very ſeldom is the 
« Caſe. There are Hat-makers in South Carolina; 
« I know ſeveral in Virginia, Maryland, Penſyl- 
« vania, and New-York, and there is no Doubt, 
but that they have many at Rhode-Iſland; Bo- 
«ſton I know has a great many: I have ſeen as 
good Hats which were made there, in all 
reſpects as thoſe which we buy in England 
from Ten to Twenty Five Shillings, Then 
he ſpeaks of their Weaving and Knitting of 
Stockings. | 
(x) The Productions of Penſylvania *. 
< Exportation are chiefly, Wheat, Flower, Bread, 
© Barrel-Beef, Pork, Hams, Bacon, Cheeſe, 
© Butter, Soap, Myrtle-Wax Candles, Starch, 
< Hair-Powder, Apples, Cyder, Tann'd Lea- 
© ther, Upper-Leather dreſt and curried, Tal- 
< low-Candles, Bees- Wax, Myrtle-Wax, ſtrong. 
© Beer, Linſeed-Oyl, Cordial Waters, Deer- 
Skins, Otter, Fox, Racoon, Minx, and other 
« Skins, and ſome Tobacco. They likewiſe go 
© upon producing Hemp in this Province. —— 
© (y) They export allo Lumber, as ſaw'd 
© Boards and Timber for building Houſes, 
« Cypreſs, Shingles, Pipe Hogſhead and Bar- 
s rel-Staves and Heading, Maſts, Yards, Spars 
for any uſes, and Timber for Ship Uſe of 
© all Sorts; Drugs, as Saſſafraſs, Snake-Root 
Calamus-Aromaticus, and many others. 
There are ſeveral Iron Mines in the Coun- 
«try, and ſome are already working, whence 
< there is excellent Iron produced. (z) The 
Goods they ſend to Curaſoa are Bread, 
Flower, barrell'd Pork, Hams, Indian-Corn, 


(x) Ibid. pag. 91, 92. (9) Ibid. pag. 93. 
(z) Ibid. pag. 94, 95. 
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« Srong Beer, Cyder, Butter, Cheeſe, &c; 


and ſome Live-Stock namely, Hogs, Fowls, 
Ec. They trade to Surinam too, which 
© is a very gainful Trade to them. By their 
Trade to Cape Frangois and Petit-Guavas 
on Hiſpaniola, and to Martinico, Granado 


« Guadalope and Leogan, they pick up ſome 


« Money. —— Very often they ſell all their 
« Cargoes in Jamaica and other Places for 
« Money, and return in Ballaft with that Mo- 
< ny only. (a) Some of their Ships to 
c FA Quantity of 2000 Tons, come directly 
© to Great Britain and Ireland annually z and 
< beſides their own Produce they frequently 
fend us Logwood, Sugar, Rice, Pitch, Tar 
and Train-Oil; in fine, whatever they think 
we want or they can ſpare. They trade 
to the Provinces of Virginia, Maryland, 
and Carolina, and all the Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies; likewiſe conſiderably to the Canary 
Illes, Madera, and the Azores, to Spain and 
Portugal conſtantly, or any other Part of 
Europe where they can have a proſpect of 
c Advantage as alſo to Newfoundland. . 

« With New. England likewiſe they have a 
£ conſtant Intercourſe of Trade. (5) The 
Number of Houſes at this Time in Phi- 
© ladelphia is not leſs than 2400, and the 
Number of Souls not leſs than 12000. 
© The Number of White People in this Pro- 
* vince I take to be greater than thoſe of 
* South and North Carolina, Virginia, and Mary- 
land, all together, | 


(% Ibid. pag. 96. (5) Ibid. pag. 84. 


Whatever 
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(c) e Whatever I have ſaid of Penſylvania, 
vith Regard to it's Produce and Trade, may 
be ſaid of New-York, and the Ea, and 


© Weſt New-Ferſeys, except that they do not 


build ſo many Ships. Their Trade to Sa- 
* rinam and Curaſoa is perhaps more valua- 
ble. To England they ſend fewer Ships, 
yet thoſe richer, as they deal for more 
* Skins and Furs with the Indians. (d) The 
City of New-York hath near as many In- 
© habitants as Philadelphia. | 
Something hath been ſaid already of the 
Shipping and Fiſheries of New- England. (e) The 
* Whale Fiſhery produces annually from Eleven to 
© thirteen Hundred Tons of Oil, including what 
© is made by New-England Men at Cape Feat 
© in Carolina (where I have ſeen three New- 
England Veſſels at once on that Account) be- 
* fides at leaſt forty Tons of Whale bone. 


They likewiſe ſend all or moſt of thoſe 


Commodities which are the Produce of their 
Country, namely, Lumber of all - Sorts, 
© ſuch as Pipe Hogſhead and Barrel-Staves, 
Anchor-Stocks, Oak-Plank and Timber, al- 
© ſo crooked Timber, as Knees and Standards, 
alſo Bread, Flower, Wheat, Indian Corn, 
picked Herrings, Mackrel, and Sturgeon, to 
many Parts of Europe —and vaſt Quan- 
< tities of Lumber and Horſes, and Proviſions 
© of all Sorts to the Weſt-India Iſlands. 
They likewiſe trade to the Bay of Honduras 
© for Logwood ——, (/) This Colony 
produces, tho* not in ſo great a Degree, 
© the ſame Commodities with Penſylvania and 
* New. York, Here are ſeveral Manufactures 


(e) Ibid. pag. 101. (% Ibid. pag. 101, 
(e) Ibid, pag. 103, 104. (/) Ibid. pag. 107. 
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* begun, and they have long been famous 
* for making the beſt Falling-Axes in the 
World. I have bought of their Hats here 
at a Moidore a-piece, and ſometimes more. 
They have ſeveral Silver-Smiths at Boſton. It 
is incredible what Quantities of Soap, Tal- 
low-Candles (as well as Myrtle-Wax), Tallow, 
Gloves, &c. are yearly imported from thence 
into the French, Dutch, and our own Sugar 


Colonies, as alſo ſeveral Sorts of Iron- Ware, 


and very good Cabinet-Work, ſuch as Tables 
Cheſts of Drawers, Scrutoires, Sc. which Ire- 
land is not ſuffer'd to do, under pain of ha- 
ving both the Goods and the Ship which im- 
ports them confiſcated, becauſe ſuch Impor- 
rations here are judged to be prejudicial to 
the Trade and Manufactories of England. 
Whether any of theſe do, or do not (the 
Lumber-Part excepted, which fhall be accoun- 
ted for afterwards) interfere with the Produce 
and ManufaQures of our Mother Nation, do 
you, Sir, or any other Perſon there, be the 
n 
But becauſe it is alledg'd with wonderful 
Aſſurance, that the Trade of the Northern 
Plantations with the Sugar Colonies, both 
our own and the Foreign, brings them in great 
Sums of Money, which are all remitted in 
Specie to Great Britain, to pay for their 
Cloathing, &c. from thence; before I proceed 
I will ſhew you, Sir, that this neither is nor 
can be true. 
It is well known to all that know the Wieſt-In- 
dias, that there is ſcarce Money enough for the 


common Uſes of Life, among the Inhabitants 


of either the French, Dutch, or Engliſh Sugar 
Colonies, and our Northern Colonics do not 
pretend 


n 
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pretend to trade directly with the Spaniards any 
where in theſe Parts; nor is it Money, but 
our Natural Produce that Europe or our 
Northern Colonies want from any of us. The 
Duties (as hath been ſaid) on our Sugar, Rum, 
and Molaſſes, are much higher than on thoſe 
of Frante or Holland; whence the Traders of 
the Notthern Colonies wou'd not come near 
any Enghſþ Iſland in the Weſt-Indies, if it were 
not that the French, when glutted with Lum- 
ber, Horſes, and Proviſions, prohibit all farther 
Commerce with them. Certain it is, if they 

will not take our Produce in Exchange for 
their Lumber, Horſes, and Proviſions, we will 
not deal with any of them, unleſs (which hap- 
pens too often) we are diſtreſs'd for want of 
thoſe Commodities; and then the method a- 
mong our Planters is, either to give Bills, 
if they have Money in England, to the Set- 
tled Merchants here (who for that Purpoſe 
im Piſtoles from Great Britain, juſt as 
they do other Merchandize) or fell their Su- 
gar to them at 25. per cent, under the Price 
current, to raiſe the Money for theſe Northern 
Traders; and when theſe Traders have thus 
got our Money, away they go from us indeed 
in Ballaſt, but it is to ſome of the French 
Iſlands, or (if the Prohibition is ſtricter than 
ordinary there) to S. Euſtace, S. Lucia, and 
— Bibs, where the French never fail to 
meet them with their Sugar, Rum, and Mo- 
laſſes; and when they meet, the Money they 
carried from us is wholly laid out with the 
French, in ſach of thoſe Commodities as they 
have moſt occaſion for, and not one Penny 
of it' carried to their own Colonies, much 


leſs ' remitted to Great Britain. I could name 
G ſeveral 
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ſevetal of thofe Northern Veſſels who have 
fold cheir Horſes, Lumber, and Proviſions, at 
the Iſland I live in for Money this very year, 
and have laid out all the Money with the 
French at the Dutch Iſland of S. Euſtace in 
Sugar, Rum, Sc. Beſides, Sir, as this Allega- 
tion of the Northern Colonies is falſe in Fact, 
ſo you will perceive at firſt Sight that it con- 
tradicts Reaſon and Common Senſe; for a 
-Piftole of four Penny Weight (which is the 
common Standard here) will ſell for no more 
than 155. or 155. 6 d. in England, but will 
purchaſe as much Sugar, Rum, or Molaſſes, 
from the French, as will fetch above 305. 
Sterling in Value, in any one of the Engii/b 
Northern Colonies. 

| Now to proceed: I ſuppoſe, Sir, it is but too 
manifeſt from what has been ſaid already, 
that the Exporting of Lumber, Horſes, and 
Proviſions, from our Northern Colonies, to the 
Rivals of their Mother Nation in the Sugar 
Trade ( which it is her Intereſt, if poſſible, 
to keep to herſelf) has enabled thoſe her Ri- 
vals to interfere with, and very near beat 
her out of that Produce at the Foreign Mar- 
ket. What I am next to prove is, That theſe 
Northern Colonies have long had, and have 
now more than ever, other Means of employ- 
ing themſelves, to their own and their Mo- 
ther Country's Benefit, without meddling with 
Trade and Manufactures which interfere with 
Her's, and prejudice her Trade in Sugar, 
which is as truly to be accounted the —.— 


of England, as if it was actually raiſed within 

herſelf. | 

Ihe cheif (and which with reſpect to the 
Intereſt of our common Mother, ought perhaps — 
; | e 
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be the only) Manufactute of. Virginia and My- 


ryland, is Tobacco, which, with due Manage- 
ment, might be brought to employ" aide 
Hands“ they have; if not, their Iron- Works - 
undoubtedly will, eſpecially if encouraged to 
ſend their Pig- Iron to Great-Britain, which 
would ſave her no ſmall Article in the Balance 
oſ Trade, and preſerve her from a Dependance 


en Places, from whence it may be ſometimes 


not ſo very eaſy to get it. (g) Here are 
« great Advantages for the- making of Cyder, 
« Wine, Oil, diftilPd Spirits, Figs, Raiſins, 
and conſerv'd Fruits——and Dying Stuffs. 
* (b) Here Pitch and Tar may be made in 
great Plenty, and afforded cheaper than from 
other Places. (i) In all Parts of the Coun- 


try, Grapes grow wild, and thrive extremely. 


A Gentleman there, formerly planted ſevera! 
© Vineyards,” from which he made good Quan- 


s tities of Wine, and would have brought" it 


to very high Perfection, had he lived ſome 
«< Years longer. His whole Family, even his 
© Negrpes, drank ſcarce any thing but the 
Small Wines. The Strong is of a good Body 
and Flavour; the Red ſeems to have the 
© Taſte of Claret, and the Strength of Red- 
Port. Not only red Grapes, but alſo white 
© ones of all ſorts from Europe produce and 
grow there to Admiration. The Clime 
and Soil, ſeem well adapted for that Pro- 
duction, eſpecially towards the Hills and 
Mountains, which at preſent lie waſte.* Caro- 
ling being in the ſame Latitude with Madeira, 


(g) Preſent State of Virginia, and the College, p. 5. 
(hb) Prefent State of Virginia, by Mr. Jones, p. 127. () 
16. 128, 129. | | 


G 2 would 


would very probably produce Wine too. It 
is ſaid, both Bohea and Green Tea, have 
%. -heen: raiſed in Carolina, extraordinary good 
+ of the kind; the Olive-Trees grow wild, 
< and thrive very well, and might ſoon he im- 
5. proved ſo far as to ſupply Britain with large 
© Quantities of Oil. The Indigo Plant grows 
$. exceeding. well there; and tis thought, if 
c rightly improv'd, we might be ſupplied with 
© it, not only to anſwer our Home · Conſumpti- 
Jon, but with large Quantities for Re-expor- 
© tation, (t) Much the ſame may be ſaid of 
* Silk, which long ago has been made in Vir- 
_ © ginia, and is known by Experience to anſwer 
< the Expectation of the Silk-men. (I) Mul- 
© /berry-Trees, the proper Food of Silk-Worms, 
< thrive as well in Virginia, as any Tree what- 
* ſoever, and a great deal of this Work being 
* the ferding of the Worms, and winding off 
«of the Silk, might be parformes by Negro- 
Children, that are no ſo many uſeleſs Hands; 
*'(m)and the Silk-Harveſt [as it is called] 
ending before Hemp and Flax are ripe, the 
* ſelves to that of Hemp and Flax, the break- 
? ing and drefling of which, may be Work for 
them, all the reſt of the Year, The Stocks 
and Utenſils to be employ'd in them, will 
L eoſt but a ſmall Matter. Carolina ſeems 
Nill better contriv'd for the Silk as well as the 
Wine Produce, () ( becauſe Mulberries, and 
* Grapes from the Mageiras, and other Places, 
(4) 22 _m_ _—_ Navigation - GC. Britain, p. 21. 
relent Sta iraiaa, Jones, page 130. 

J) Preſent —4 of e ha Ct 2 (29 
es T rade and Navigation, &c. p. 89. (] Letter from 
8 Swiſs Gentleman, p. 9. 5 | 1 7, 
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© thrive very well there; (o) nor is it leſs pro- 
per for Qi}, Raiſins, Figs, Currants, &c# 
And fince England was never. yet Owner of a 
Wine, or of a Silk Plantation, it needs not be 
ſaid what real Gain theſe would bring, and what 
vaſt Expence they would ſave to her. 

— 4 of all ſorts is the Natural Produce 
of all our Northern Colonies, eſpecially News- 
2 wag ; would, be Fay, hard, if the 
Hands employ'd in preparing.anc rting it, 
were to be taken off from what has been all 
along their Buſineſs ; neither js that expected, 
altho* there was never one Foot of it more to 
be carried to the Foreign Sugar Settlements : 


For when they have ſupplied our own Sugar I- 


ſlands (where it is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
common Good) with, all they want, and our. 
Mother Country with what ſhe may have occa- 
ſian for, and have put off what more they can 
to Spain, Portugal, and the Streights (their Ship- 
ping ſo exporting it, calling in at Great Bri. 
tain, and taking out their Clearings from thence 
before they return Home); I dare fay, there 
will be no Complaint of want of a Vent for 
their Lumber, whatever there, may be of Lum. 


ber for ſuch a Vent. 


(p) The richeſt Copper Mine that perbaps ever 
was beard of, has been lately diſcover'd in News. 
York, the Working whereof, cannot but divert 
ſome of their. Hands from Agriculture and 
Lumber-making, and at the ſame Time furniſh 
the Nation, at a cheap and eaſy Rate, with 2 
Metal which coſts her no ſmall Sums to get 
from ſuch Strangers as are not always in her 
Intereſts. 7.3 


" (a) Mr. Gee's Trade, . 155. Importance 
of 2. Britiſb Plantations, p. % a p 
us, ot 
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Pot-Aſn, Aer. Pitch, Tar, Roſin, and 
Turpentine, may be made or raiſed in all their 
Colonies, and Wool i in Virginia, New-England, 
and other Places, for the Benefit of the Pub- 
lick; and if theſe, the Iron and Copper Mines, 
the Tobacco: Lumber, Silk, Rice, and Wine 
Manufactures, will not employ all their Hands 
that are now employ'd in n Horſes, 
Lumber, and Povifions, for the French and 
Ditch Sugar Settlements, there is another that 
will give the fulleſt Employment to them all, 
were their Number greater than it is, namely, 
che Raifing and Dreſſing of Hemp and Flax 
for the Navigation and Linnen Manufacture of 
the Nation. 

This gives a full Abſeet⸗ to chat ObjeAtion 
made by the Northern Colonies, namely, that if 
they are not alloy*d to trade with: the Foreign 
Sugar Settlements, it is impoſſible for them to 
make good the Balance of their own Trade 
with Great Britain; fince it is manifeſt, that 
by betaking themſelves ro Manufactures that do 
not — with thoſe of Great Britain, or 
pre udice her _ Trade, they would be at 
ar with, or perhaps have a conſiderable 
Balance — to them from Great Britain, 
and in Conſequence thereof, Money, to which 
moſt of them have been pretty Auel Strangers, 
would begin to circulate 1 chem all. 

And as to what is aſſerted, that without 4 
Vend for their Lumber, Horſes; and Proviſi- 
ons, among the French and Duteh, they will not 
have Rum enough. to ſupport "heir 'Fiſherics 
and Skin-Frade * To ſay nothing of the Da- 
mage done to the — a os England, by 
the interfering of thoſe Fiſheries... with her In- 


fereſts, *tis certain our own Sugar Colonies, 
make 
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make, as the Trade now ſtands, about 30, ooo 
Hogſheads of Rum yearly, which is well known 
to be more by three Fifths than is wanted in 
their Fiſheries. The Indians buy no Rum to 
carry away with them; all the Occaſion there 
is for it, in the Skin-Trade, (2) 15 to treat thoſe 
People with it when they come to trade, or to ſell 
them while they ſlay and trade; and the Rum 
they then treat them with, is very ſeldom the 
Produce of our Sugar Colonies, but, a Sort of 
Spirit diſtill'd on the Continent from French and 
Dutch Molaſſes, which, tho? it reſembles our 
Rum in nothing but the Colour, ſerves well 
enough to intoxicate theſe unhappy Savages, 
and is therefore called by the Name of Kill 
Devil, or (as a New-England Teacher is ſaid 
to have re- chriſten'd it from his Pulpit ) ill 
Man for the Devil. And here I cannot forbear 
obſerving with Reſpect to this Trade, that if 
the Skin- Traders continue to treat theſe unthink- 
ing Mortals as they have hitherto done, with 
this fatal Liquor (and Things, it ſeems, are 
now come to that paſs, that the Indians will 
not deal with them without it) 'tis much to 
be feared, there will in Fifty Years more, be 
very few of their Neighbour Indians left alive 
to deal with; at leaſt, their ſtrange Decreaſe 
for the laſt Fifty Years, is imputed to nothing 
ſo much as to their exceſſive drinking of Rum 
while trading with the Chriſtians; the Manner 
of which Trade, as deſcrib'd by one who ſeems 
to underſtand it thoroughly, is this: (7) Our 
* Traders (ſays be) carry up among the Indian 


© 


) Compariſon between the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, and 
New England, p. 34. (] Importance of the Britiſe Plan- 


Duffles, 


ons, p. 85. 
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4 Duffles, Strouds, Guns, Powder and Shot , 
e Beads, Rum, Sugar, Sc. An Indian coming 
© from his Hunt, where he had acquired per- 
© 'haps Fifty or a hundred Deer, Skins, goes 
8 % one of theſe Traders: The poor Man is 

nerally ſo cautious, that he will not taſte 
© ohne Drop of Rum before he hath made his 
© Bargain, and ſupplied himſelf as far as his 
© Stock will go; after that, there are but few 
ho have Reſolution enough to withſtand the 
© ſeeming friendly Sollicitations of the Tra- 
© ders, who then perſuade them to drink, aſſu- 
© ring them, that it ſhall coſt them nothing ; 
dy this Means, the poor Savage perhaps, his 


© Wife and Children too, are 11 made drunk, 


© and kept in that Condition ſeveral Days; 
when they are ſuffered to come to themſelves, 
© they then enquire after the Things which they 
© bought, and frequently have for Anſwer, Ion 

gave them to ms for Rum when you were drunk 
* which no doubt might be true enough, for 
© they will part with whatever is moſt dear 
© to them, while in that Condition, for more 
Rum.“ *Tis pity a Cure cannot be found 
© for ſo ſore an Evil, which, at the leaft, de. 
© ftroys Mens Bodies in order to trade with 
© — to the more Advantage ; I'm ſure it is 
© a foul Blemiſh on the Chriſtian Name, and 
* what any People ought to bluſh at, and re- 


© pent of; 
But the heavieſt Objection is ſtill behind « 


for, admitting our Northern Colonies might 
employ all their Hands in Manufactures which 


do not interfere with England, or the Support 
of her Sugar Colonies { whoſe Manufacture is 


Juſtly to be reckon'd the Manufacture of England) 


without continuing their Commerce with the 
Foreign 
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Foreign Sugar Settlements ; yet, ſince they have 
long employ'd themſelves, without any Warning 
or Oppoſition from their Mother Country, in 
raiſing Horſes, Proviſions, Cc. and in trading 
with thoſe Foreign Settlements, if a Reſtraint 
was to be laid on that Trade all at once, would 
it not go near to ruin them, before they can 
be enabled by England to carry on the Com- 
merce and Manufactures mentioned, ſo as to 
ſupport themſelves by ſuch ManufaCtures and 
Commerce ? e, at 

To this I anſwer, Firſt, That let the Con- 
ſequence be what it will they have brought 
it on themſelves, by doing what appears at 
firſt ſight they ought not to have done; I 
mean, by exerting their chief Strength in 
ſuch Trade and Labours as interfere with Eu- 
gland: Something allo may be laid to the 
Charge of England herſelf, in ſo ſupinely 
ſuffering thoſe Colonies to employ themſelves 
ſo long in ſuch Trade and Labours, as it is 
evident interfere with her own eſſential Intereſts ; 
or perhaps her other Aﬀairs diverted her too 
long from looking into the State of thoſe 
Colonies, and the Practices going on amongſt 
them: If fo; if England has been a Sharer in 
the Neglect or Guilt, it will indeed the more 
become her to ward off any fatal Conſequence 
that may befal the Northern Colonies, by 
now reſtraining them from interfering any lon- 
er with her own Intereſts; eſpecially, ſince it 
is plain that theſe Colonies may be made very 
ſoon, and with no ſuch extraordinary Trouble 
or Expence, incredibly ſubſervient to her ia the 
higheſt Matters; for (/) it is impoſſible (as 


(/) Trade and Navigation of G. Britain confider'd, pag. 62. 
H Mr 
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Mr. Gee well obſerves) to find out five ſuch neceſſary 
Articles as, Hemp, Flax, Silk, Iron, and Pot- 
Aſp (to which let me add, Copper) for carry- 
ing on the Manufaftures of Great Britain, that 
can be done with ſo little Trouble, It ſeems there- 
fore, I ſay, to be the Concern of England, to 
provide that her Northern Colonies ſuffer as lit- 
tle Detriment as poſſible by ſuch a Reſtraint, 
and to compenſate them ſome Way or other 
for Damages unavoidable. 

But, Secondly, Whatever England ſhall think 
fit to do for thoſe Colonies, if this Reſtraint 
is not laid on, her Rivals will beat her out of 
. the Sugar Trade; if it is, ſhe will beat them 
out of it. To ſay nothing of the Dutch, the 
French, ever vigilant, being well aware of the 
Conſequences of this Reſtraint, are already pro- 
jecting how to defend themſelves from it; and 
ſome of them in theſe Parts ( if ſuch a Matter 
way be mentioned on fo ſlender an Authority) 
are audacious and vain enough to fay, that the 
long Friendſhip between the two Nations ſince 
the Peace of Utrecht, has brought them under 
ſuch mutual Obligations and Dependancies, 
that the other Intereſts of Great Britain, will 
not ſuffer her to deprive them of a Commerce 
with Ireland, and the Britiſh Northern Colonies, 
which would in effect ruin their Sugar Sertle- 
ments in the Weſt-Indies, Alas! were this the 
Caſe, we ſhould think ourſelves fatally fore- 
doom'd to Deſtruction, contrary to the mani. 
feſt Intereſt of our Mother Country, and with- 
out any Demerit of our own ; and then, ic 
would be but fair to tell us ſo. Some of us 
could tranſplant ourſelves, tho? ſore againſt our 
Natural Bent, to the French and Dutch Sugar 
Colonies, with our Negroes, Stock, &c, where 


We 


CE 1 


we know we ſhould be very welcome; nay, we 


doubt not but the former, with all their Bi- 
gotry, would, rather than not gain ſuch Jewels, 
indulge us in the free Exerciſe of our Religi- 
on ; and the reſt of us could depart (as indeed 
too many in theſe Parts are doing already) to 
our own Colonies on the Continent, and aſſiſt 
in raiſing Materials for the Foreign Sugar Set- 
tlements, and find our private Account in it 


as well as the preſent Inhabitants do : Either 


Way, we ſhould be loſt to the real Intereſts of 
Great Britain, and with us the Sugar Trade. 
But this Notion being too chimerical ro have 
any Foundation, I ſhould not have deign'd to 
mention it at all, but that I meant to treat it 
(as I hope I have done) with the Contempt and 
Indignation it deſerves. Our Rivals themſelves 
know better than to truſt to it; and therefore 
to prevent the Ruin this Reſtraint muſt inevi- 


tably bring on their Sugar Iſlands, they are 


_ uſing and ever will uſe all Means, open or 
clandeſtine, to get what Proviſions they can 
for their Colonies from Ireland; France will ra- 
ther ſtraiten herſelt than let them want; Me— 
thods are now falling on to procure Mules from 
the Spani/h Main, and they are actually lower- 
ing the Price of their Rum at Curaſoa (where 
it is much wanted for the coaſting Trade with 
Spain) to get Mules from thence; no Colt (we 
may be ſure) will be ſpared to provide Lum- 
ber from their own Plantations; and could they 
but prevail with our Nation to lay a Partial 
Reſtraint only on the Trade between their Sugar 
lands and our Northern Colonies, ſo as to 


let them have but one ſingle Article from thence, 


be it Horſes, or any one Species of Lumber, 


or of Proviſions ; or our Norubern Colonies to 
H 2 take 
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take one ſingle Article from them, whether 
Rum, Molaſles, or any thing elſe, ſuch is the 
well known Dexterity both of the French and 
our own People on the Continent, that a Door 
will ſoon. be ſet open for the whole Trade; 
the French will gain their Point in furniſhing 
the Markets abroad, and our Sugar Trade will 
at beſt be confined to Home- Conſumption. 
It is not here as with ſome of our Colonies 
on the Continent, where, when one kind of 
Produce or Manufacture (ſuppoſe Tobacco) does 
not anſwer, they: can betake themſelves to ano- 
ther, as advantagious to their Private Intereſts, as 
it is prejudicial to their Mother Country; we have 
only one Produce or Manufacture of Value, viz, 
Sugar and it's Dependancies, and when that 
fails us, we are at a full Stop. Mr Gee, who 
(without Diſparagement) may be ſaid to have 
known leſs of the true State of the Southern 
than he did of the Northern Colonies, ſays, 
(%) Our Planters are ſo. far from being 3 at 
tbe Decay of our Foreign Trade, that they complain 
too many Sugars are made, the very contrary to 
which, is the Truth ; for, notwithſtanding the 
preſent Fall of Sugar in Europe, has brought 
them to near the laſt Gaſp, yet, not doubting 
but England will fee her own Intereſt, wich 
Reſpect to the Sugar Trade, before it be too 
late, they are now labouring in that Manu- 
facture as if it were for Life; and I can aſ- 
ſure you, Sir, there is at this Time (November 
1732) ſuch a Crop of Canes on the _ in 
the Leward Iſands, that if no hitherto unknown 
Calamity befals us, and if the Crops on Bar- 
badoes and Jamaica prove anſwerable, as I doubt 


(ft) Hit. p. 45; 
| not 
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not but they-will, you will have upwards of 
50,000 Hogſheads of Sugar next Year at the 
Market in Great Britain, above what our Na- 
tion annually conſumes. And what ſhall be 


done with thoſe go, ooo Hogſheads ? The French 


are before-hand with us in Spain and the Me- 
diterranean, as well as at Holland, Hamburgh, 
and elſewhere; and you will find, upon En- 
qui; that, notwithſtanding the Advantage the 
rench have over us in carrying their Sugar, 
without introducing it firſt into France, to the 
Streights, Ireland, &c. which we cannot do, yet 
the Markets are ſo ſunk in all thoſe Places, 
that even the French Sugar cannot be ſold any 
where at a living Price. Both Nations have 
long been vying with one another, which ſhall 
gain the ſole ſerving of the Foreign Market, 
and the Diſpute is like to be determin'd ſoon : 
If the French, (as well as the Hollanders) con- 
tinue to be provided with Neceſſaries for car- 
rying on the Sugar Manufacture from Ireland 
and our Northern Continent, and at the ſame 
Time are relieved and cheriſhed by their Mo- 
ther Nation, they will hold it out ſtill in ſpite 
of the Lowneſs of the Market, and of courſe 
we muſt ſuccumb, and be confin'd to Home- 
Conſumption; if the Trade between our ſaid 
Countrymen and them, is laid under an ab- 
ſolute Reſtraint, and our Mother Nation will do 
us a few kind Offices beſides, then the French 
muſt ſuccumb, and we ſhall ſtill hold it on, 
for all the lowneſs of the Market. For this 
Conteſt is not as ſome weak People imagine, 
and ſome ſelfiſh People would have us all to 
think, a Conteſt between the Britiſh Southern 
and Northern Colonies, but between Great Bri. 


tain and France, which of the two ſhall be 


Miſtreſs 
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Miſtreſs of the Foreign Sugar Trade. The 
French, well knowing what a Stop it muſt be 
to the Wealth, Power, and Grandeur they are 
aiming at, will try to gain it by all the Means 
that their Wiſdom or Politicks can contrive. 
We of the Sugar Iſlands, are reſolved to do 
what we can to gain it for our Mother Coun- 
try; we will figLt, as the Song ſays of Mid- 
drington, on our Stumps, and not die but with 
our Weapons in our Hands; and for that Pur- 

oſe (as has been ſaid) we have now the moſt 
promiſing Crop on the Ground for next Year, 
that ever was known in our Colonies, and at 
this Inſtant are, with the utmoſt Firmneſs and 
Induſtry,” putting another in the Ground for the 
Year 1734, till when we would fain hope to 
hold out, as we have hitherto done, againſt the 
united Powers of France and Holland, and our 
own Northern Colonies too, who would rather 
(it ſeems) ſee their Mother Nation loſe the 
Sugar Trade,, than not have the Benefit of 
furniſhing her Rivals with the Materials neceſ- 
ſary to worm her out of it: Woful Materials, 
indeed! and ſuch as the Nation might well 
enough be without; for what Harm would it 
do to her, if no more Corn or Cattle could be 
raiſed in her Northern Colonies, than to ſubſiſt 
themſelves ? In Time of Peace, her Sugar Co- 
lonies might eaſily be ſupplied from herſelf and 
Ireland, with all the Proviſions they want, and 
ia Time of War too, by providing proper Con- 
voys : Till within theſe laſt Twenty Years, I 
ſeldom knew a Ship come here for Freight from 
London, that did not bring us 200 Barrels of 
Flower, and a good Quantity of Bread, where- 
as now they bring us none, tho* no doubt as 


able to do it as formerly; as it is, we have the 
| Bulk 
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Bulk of our Beef, Pork, Sc. (as the French 
and Dutch have theirs) from Ireland; ſo that 
what we chiefly want from them is Luraber. 
And is it not very good in our Mother Na- 
tion to let her Northern ſupply her Southern 
Colonies, with a Produce which ſhe can ſup- 
ply them. with herſelf ? Will nothing content 
them, unleſs they raiſe the ſame Produce to 
ſuch Quantities, as can be no other Way diſ- 
poſed of but by vending it to her Rivals, 
who are thereby enabled to ſupplant Her in a 
Manufacture which ſhe might otherwiſe in a 
manner ingroſs to herſelf? Thus, Sir, are we 
contending with the united Forces of our Na- 
tion's Rivals in the Sugar Trade, and the Prac- 
tices of our to ſelfiſh Siſter Colonies on the Con- 
tinent ; I wiſh there was no Room to complain, 
that in the midſt of this unequal Conflict, we 
are ſore preſs'd down by = — 
But I will go on to conſider the o- 
ther Cauſes, to which ſome aſcribe the De- 
cay of the Nation's Sugar Trade, and the 
Methods they preſcribe for recovering it. 
The Author of Plan of the Engliſh Commerce, 
when he comes to anſwer an Objection againſt 
his Propoſal for planting the Sugar-Cane on 
the Coaſt of Africa, ſays, (u) Let no wrong 
headed Chriſtian ſuggeſt, that this would 
be to anticipate our WMeſt-India Trade, ſup- 
plant our other Colonies; and weaking us 
on one Hand, while it ſtrengthens us on 
another; let thoſe who talk ſo conſider 
— — that as it is evident all our Iſland 
Colonies are not at this Time ſufficient to 
ſupply our Markets with Sugar, including 
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(u) Pag. 342. 
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© the Quantity demanded for Exportation, ſo 


© the Quantity cannot eaſily be too great, 


nor indeed is there any Danger of it. To 


which I need only ſay, that if his Book was 
written near the Time when it was printed 
(anno 1728) he might eaſily have known, 
that England then was far enough from wan- 
ting Sugar for Exportation, and every Body 
knows that there is more Sugar there now 
than ſhe knows what to do with, and all of 
it the Produce of her own Iflands in the 
Weſt- Indies 

Mr. Gee, who knew more of the Matter, 
ſays, (w) As the Declenſion of the [Sugar] 


Trade is viſible, and the Danger of loſing 
© 1t too apparent, without ſome ſpeedy Care; 


I am humbly of Opinion there can be no 
other Way to retrieve it, but, by inlarging 
* our Plantations, and not only vye with the 


French in Foreign Markets, but if poſſible 


to beat them out of it. To this, and ſome 
other Obſervations that follow in the ſame 
Page, I gave a full and (I hope a) convincing 
Anſwer in the Detection (x), to which I refer 
you , but has I had then a Quotation only from 
Mr. Gee before me, and have ſince ſeen his 
Book, I ſhall make ſome farther Remarks on 
what he advances on this Subject. 

(y) We are told ( /ays be) ſome of the 
* Bahama Iſlands would produce very good 
Sugar — But that which would enable 
us moſt effectually to retrieve our ſupply- 
ing the Markets of Europe, would be the 


(w) Trade and Navigation of Great Britain, pag. 45. 
(x) P * 81, &c. Trade and Navigation, Oc. pag. 
45, 40. 
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* railing Sugar Plantations on the South part of 
© Carolina, —eſpecially that fine Tra& of 
„Land botdering upon che River of Port- 
* Royal, a Country abounging with Proyiſions 
* of all ſorts, where Negroes and. Servants may 
© be maintain'd at a eint Charge: It is high. 
* ly worth making the Experiment Accor- 
dingly, the Experiment has been made, as we 
are aſſured by one whoſe Word may be taken 
in thoſe Matters, who ſays (z) The whole Chap- 
ter (from whence this Quoxation is made.) 4 
ſerves as much Conſideration, as any Part of Mr 
Gee's whole Book ——— tho" 1 cannot be of Opi- 
nion with bim, that the South Parts of Carolina, 
and the Bahama Hands, are proper Places for Su- 
gar, becauſe I have been acquainted with the Succeſs 
of ſeveral Experiments there. 

Mr Gee further obſerves, (a) Ve have made 
En «ro a great many Planters, who are gene- 
rally of Opinion, that no Country produces Sugar 
where there are Froſis, And ought not this to 
have ſatisfied him, at leaſt till he could have 
oppoſed Fact to Opinion? And how does he 

erform that? hy (ſays he) on the contrary, we 
are informed (he does not ſay by whom) that 
the Province of Nanquin in China, produces ex- 
cellent Sugars, tho* the Country is ſo cold in Winter, 
that it is ſaid, the great Rivers have been frozen 
over; and the Province of Peng-ab or Lahor, 
produces the beſt Sugars in all India, which lies 
much about the ſame Latitude with the Southermoſt 
Parts of Carolina, I wiſh his Informers, who- 
ever they were, had told him the Quantity as 
well as the Quality of theſe Sugars. 


«Ty 


(z) Remarks on a Book, intitul'd, The preſent State of 
the Sugar Colonies conſider'd, printed for J. Peele, 1731, 
p. 32. (a) Trade and * Se. p. 40. 1 
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Ile proceeds: Sugar bas been made in the Iſland 
of Madeira, as well as in Old Spain, where aljo 
They are ſubjef? to Froſts. But, did any Man 
ever hear of 500 Hogſheads exported from 
thence in a Jaw of that Madeira is capable 
of producing ſuch a Quantity, or any Quan- 
they that ==, make 8 while to — it 
into a Sugar Plantation? Without doubt, the 

Sugar Cane may be raiſed in England with more 
Eaſe than our Pine-Apple is raiſed there, and 
in, Holland; and I have ſeen excellent Grapes, 
and drank excellent Wine made from thoſe 
Grapes in ſeveral Places of Great-Britain, and I 
am informed, that the Southermoſt Provinces 
in Ireland, produce as good Grapes, as any in 
all France. What then ? Shall we plant Vine- 
yards in Great Britain and Ireland, to ſupply us 
with Wine, both for our own Uſe, and for 
Exportation ? (b) Nature (ſaid the late Biſhop 
Burnet once to Dr D' Avenant) has adapted diffe- 
rent Countries for different ManufaFures, [and 
for different Productions too;] The cold and 
moiſter Climates, are fitter for the working up of 
Wool, becauſe the Sun does not there exhauſt it's 
Natural Moiſture, nor make it brittle, which would 
render it ill to work, and bad to wear; bot Cli- 
mates are beſt for the working up of Silk, becauſe the 
Matter is there more diſpoſed to imbibe the Dye, 
and to take a more durable Impreſſion of it, the 
the Sun helping, at the ſame Time, both to pre- 
ſerve, and to give it Luſtre ;, and is it not known 
that there is ſomething in the Water of the 
Clyde? (the Philoſophy whereof, I have nothing 
to do with) that helps the Glaſcow Plads to 


(4) Effiy of making» People Gainers in the Balance. of 
rade, p. 66. | | | 
ö | take 
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take a Tincture, which can no where elſe be 
given, in the ſame Perfection, to that Manu- 
facture? | 


or ontinus bas leges eternaque ſædera certis 
Impoſuit naturas« locis — 
Virg. Georg. I. lin. 60. 


Peoſſibly Mr Gee did not know, any more than 

] believe Thouſands in England of the better 
Sort do, that the Sugar Cane demands from 
fourteen to ſixteen Months to raiſe it to Matu- 
rity, ſo that, plant it when one will, it muſt 
endure the whole Winter; and if the Froſts do 
not always chill and deſtroy it, they render it 
(which is much the ſame) unfit for Sugar-ma- 
king in any Degree that will quit coſt. | 

Then he tells us, (c) The Miniſters of France 
know very well, that when Planters grow rich and 
opulent, they will naturally be above their Buſineſs. 
But why this of the Sugar Planters alone ? May 
not the ſimpleſt Cobler in all Wales know, as 
well as the Miniſters of France, that too many 
in every Rank of Mankind, grow actually (I 
will not ſay Naturally, for Nature teaches no 
ſuch Thing) Purſe-proud, and above their Bu- 
ſineſs, as ſoon as they grow rich? Well, how 
ſhall we cure this Natural Diſeaſe? Therefore, 
ſays he, that wiſe Nation | France} hath taker 
Care to bb the Places of ſuch in their Colonies 
at the Expence of the Crown ; and if we bave 
any Regard for our Plantations, we muſt enter into 
the like Meaſures, and find out Land for ſome poor 
induſtrious Families, wwho will renew theſe Plan- 
tations. Alas | it was not to ſupply the Places 


le) Trade and Navigation of Great Britain, p. 47. 
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of the richer Planters, that the Miniſters of 
France took thoſe Meaſures; for rich Planters 
are never known any where to forſake their 
Buſineſs, except here and there a Fool or a Pro- 
digal; but they Tent forth poor People at the 
Expence of the Crown, for two Reaſons which 
Mr Gee ſeems not to have been aware of, Firſt, 
becauſe Hiſpaniola is conveniently ſituated for 
ſome higher Views of that Nation; Secondly, 
becauſe the French fore. ſaw they would foon 
want Land for Sugar - planting, their other Co- 
lonies being then almoſt all thoroughly ſettled, 
and ſome of them leaning to the Decline, i. e. 
the Coſts of cultivating them (as it has been 
long with ours of Barbadoes) did near equal 
the Net Profits. Enough has been ſaid in the 
Detection to expoſe the Folly of ſuch an Attempt 
with Reſpect to Great-Britain, where the Mi- 
niſters, as wiſe I hope as thoſe of France, will 
never give into it for a Reaſon that ſhall be 
named preſently ; but ſince the Thing itſelf is 
ſo much inſiſted on, I will ſhew where there is 
Land enough, and poor and induſtrious People 
in Plenty, to ſet upon ſuch an Enterprize. (d) 
Tobago (ſays Mr Gee) is an extraordinary rich 
and fertile Iſland, with an excellent Harbour, a- 
bounding with good Water. *T was diffettled long 
enough ago by the Dutch, as not lying ſo con- 
venient for a Trade with the Spaniſh Coaſt here, 
which that People have ever had more at Heart 
than their Planting-Intereſt, for which perhaps 
they are not ſo well adapted as other Nations. 
But, notwithſtanding that, Tobago will do very 
well for à Sugar - Colony, if ſettled by Subjects 
of Ereut Britain. Great Britain Pm ſatisfied, 


2) hid. p. 45- | 
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knows better than to ſettle it from thence. with 
either her poor or rich AIG becauſe fe 


bas ſix times more Land airgady, fit for little elſe 
but Sugar-making, than ſhe knows how to-ſettle, as 
ſhall be fully demonſtrated in the Sequel of this 
Letter. But the Inhabitants of New England, 
Rhode-Iſland, and what they call the Bread- Co- 
lonies, viz. New-York, Eaſt and Meſt-Jerſey, and 
Penſylvania, being exceeding numerous, and (if 
we may take their own Word) exceeding poor, 
and withal, as is confeſſed even by thoſe who 
do not think ſo well of them in other Mat- 
ters, very frugal and induſtrious, what if 3000 
of their Hands, the very beſt qualified both for 
Poverty and Induſtry, were ſent to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of that Iſland, and with the Aſſiſtance of 
their Parent Countries, and the Protection of 
England, the Supreme Parent of all, to propa- 
gate the Manufacture of Sugar, Rum, and Mo- 
laſſes there ? If inlarging or multiplying of our 
Plantations, is the only Way to relieve the Su- 
gar-Trade, and to enable us to vye with the 
French, and even to beat them out of it, this 
certainly would be one good Step towards it, 
and another might ſoon be made at Santa- Cru : 
let thoſe poor induſtrious People, or any others 
that are richer, make but a Beginning in either 
of thoſe Iſlands, and I will point out ro them, 
without Fee 'or Reward, half a Dozen more 
unoccupied Places within the Torrid Zone, all 
very fit to produce the Sugar-Cane. But what- 
ever they, or their Friends may take upon them 
to ſuggeſt to Miniſters at Home, our Northerũ 
Colonies are wiſer than to make any ſuch At- 
tempt any where ; all that 'they can mean by 


ſuch a Suggeſtion is, to bind beavy (and indeed 
very needleſs and idle) Burtbens on _— 
| whic 
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which themſelves will not touch with one of their 
Fingers, <0 18011 | 

*Tis amazing, that projecting Heads, who 
know all Things, do not know, that there is 
a certain abſolutely neceſſary Expence, without 
which, Sugar cannot be made any where, whe- 
ther by Rich or Poor, as well as a certain 
determinate Quantity of that Manufacture (be 
that at preſent what it will) which the Luxury 
of Mankind, great as it is, does not commu- 
nibus annis exceed. Now, ſuppoſe the making 
of 100 b. of Sugar, coſts the Planter only 6 5s. 
Sterling, and that he cannot ſell that Quantity 
at any Market, for more, clear of all Charges, 
than 4 or 5 5. or perhaps cannot ſell it at all, 
as is really the Caſe at this Inſtant ; (for the Su- 

r Manufactures have made more of that Com- 
modity than Europe, or the World, does con- 
ſume ; I believe we cannot have leſs Sugar rot- 
ting in the Ware-houſes in Great-Britain wait- 
ing for Exportation, than 40 or 50,000 Hogſ- 
heads, and the French have the like, or for 
ought I know, a greater Quantity at the Fo- 
reign Markets, eating out itſelf with Worms 
and Ware-houſe Rent.) What is to be done ? 
The Quantity made already, has near ruin'd 
us for want of a Vent, and to make More with- 
out a Vent, muſt ſoon ruin all the Manufacturers 
every where. The chief Competitors in this 
Manufacture, are France and Great Britain, and 
both have brought it to ſuch a Height, beyond 
the Home-Conſumption, that one of us muſt 
fail in furniſhing the Sugar Market abroad. 
The French fore- ſaw this fatal Contention long 
ago, and did all that was in their Power to 
come off Conquerors in it: They ſtrengthen'd 
their Old Plantations, and made new 3 
IS cir 
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their Court has all along tenderly cheriſned and 
nurſed up; and becauſe they perceived, that 
Sugar could not be made to Advantage in moſt 
of their Colonies without much Lumber (of 
which however, they have none of their own 
worth ſpeaking of, or none that they could 
come at but in a long Tract of Time, and with 
great Expence and Difficulty) they found Means 
to provide themſelves with that to the full from 
the Engliſh Northern Colonies, from whence al- 
ſo they got the great and neceſſary Article of 
Horſes, and the much greater of Proviſions, 
from thence and Ireland; all which, except the 
"Proviſions from Ireland, they purchaſed with 
Rum and Molaſſes, two Commodities that were 
of little or no Benefit to them before: And, in 
order to gain an early and eaſy Vent for their 
Sugar, they allowed it to be exported from 
their Colonies, to the firſt and beſt Markets in 
Europe, without introducing” it at all into France. 
Our Colonies have found but little of this Care, 
Tenderneſs, and Affection, but more to the 
contrary than I am willing now to proclaim. 
And yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages 
the French have had over us, I do not ſee that 
their-Sugar turns to ſo very great Account to 
them at preſent ; but this I think is evident, 
that without the' Advantage of Lumber, Hor- 
ſes, and Proviſions, it could not have turned to 
the Account it does. And whenever our Mo- 
ther Nation ſhall think fit to deprive them of that 
Advantage, and eaſe her own Sugar Colonies 
at the ſame Time, in ſome Diſcouragements 
that preſs them down, I leave it to any Judge 
of common Senſe, whether the French, humanly 
ſpeaking, can pretend any more to vye with 
her in ſupplying the Foreign Sugar —_— 
Carb ere 
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Here L thought to have concluded; but ſince 
our Prqjectors are ſa fond of new Schemes, and 
1102 y giving uct Yair bumble Opinions in Things 
| they know noting of, I 
Wil. A nach for fox the Humour of it, humbly 
offer a Propaſal too, with reſpect to the Sugar- 
Trade, which I flatter myſelf theſe. very Men 

will fall in love with, and prefer to their un; 
for it js, no. leſs than, $6, hem, how the largef: 
of the ſix Sugar Iſlands of Great GBs may 
be made to. produce Sugar enough to. ſerve all 
the World, altho? the Conſumption was to riſe 
much higher than it does; or, in other Words, 
that the ſureſt Way for aur Nation to be Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Sugar Trade, or of the Market 
for that Commodity in Foreign Parts, is, to 
leſſen rather than inlarge her Sugar Calonies, 
(e) 1t appears from ibe undemable Evidence of 
the Cuſtom- Houſe Books, that all the Britiſh Colo- 
nien produce about. 100,000 Hogsheads of Sugar 
Per Annum, of which, if 60,000 Hogſheads 
are conſumed in Great Britain and her Colonies, 
(which I take to be pretty near the Truth) there 
will remain about 40, ooo for Foreign Expor- 
tation. The Dutch. make about 40, 00 Hogs- 
heads at Surinam, Barbecies, and Eſakebe, and 
but a Trifle at St Euſtace, St Martin's, and 
Curaſoa. I have no Way to know. what the 
French make in all their Colonies ; nor is there 
any-Occaſion for Exactneſs of Calculation here 
becauſe, let the Eſtimate I am going x to make, 
be conſiderably over or under the Truth, it 
cannat affect my Propoſal, as will appear pre- 
ſeatly. But let us ſuppoſe that We, the French, 


Compariſon between the Britiſh Sugar Colonie, and 
nds TR p15; 
Datch, 
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Datch, and Danes at 8: Thomas, make in all 
300,000 Hogſheads, and that the Brnzils, the 
Spamards in the Provinces of Guaxata, Guati- 
mala, &c. the Eaſt- Indies, and all Places clfe- 
where, make 200,000 Hogſheads more. 

The Iſland of Jamaica is faid to contain 
from Twelve to Fifteen Hundred Thouſand 
Acres of good manurable Land, more than 
are now cultivated ; whether it does ſo or no 
is not material neither; for a much leſs 
Quantity will ſerve the Purpoſe. For admit 
600,000 Acres of what it undoubtedly con- 
tains was employed every Year in Sugar-mak- 
ing and irs Appendices; each of thoſe Acres 
could not well produce leſs, upon an Average 
than 3oooTb of Sugar, or 24 Hundred ar 
che King's Beam in London, or any where elſe, 
which 24 Hundred being at length reduc'd 
(becauſe of Accidents, and the Loſs that muſt 
ariſe from refining Part of it) to 20 Hun- 
dred, the whole in che End would amount 
to 1200 Millions of Pounds of Sugar per an- 

But that being a good deal above twice 
the Quantity of Sugar that can reaſonably be 
18 to be now made or conſum'd in the 
Norld, admit that only 300,000 Acres of 
it were planted Yearly ; by what has been 
ſaid the Net Produce at the Market would 
amount to 600 Millions of Pounds of Sugar, 
and the Rum and Molafles from thence ought 
to be (according to the common computing 
of Barhadoes) 360,000 'Hoglheads. 

But to come lower; Since the French and 
other Nations would doubtleſs continue (for a 
conſiderable Time) the ſame Manufacture for 
their own Uſe, all I * aſk to be —— 

te 
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ted at firſt is, that 200, ooo Acres of it were 

lanted as has been ſaid, which yielding 400 
Millions of Pounds of Sugar, it will be granted 
that thoſe 400 Millions would more than 
Furniſh our ſelves and all the other Foreign 
r | 

To make theſe 400 Millions of Sugar, 
we are already poſſeſs'd of the firſt main 
Article, viz. the Land, unleſs we ſhould diſ- 
poſe of it in the Manner we have done with 
the conquered Part of S. Chriſtopher's, and 
then, I . confeſs, this .Propoſal would be pure 
nn es 

The. next is Hands, and other Stock. And 
here, beſides the White Hands to be named 
preſently, whoever knows with what Number 
of | thoſe our Sugar Plantations have long 
been maintain'd will allow, that about fix 
Thouſand more, which is a number our Na- 
tion can ſpare at any Time, would ſuffice, 

The Number of - Negroes ſufficient. to ma- 
nure 200,000, Acres is not leſs than 200,000, 
which at 22/. per Head, great and ſmall, 
would coſt 4, 400, ooo l. Sterling. 

And the Expence in Buildings, Mills, Cat- 
tle, Utenſils, &c. would be near twice as 
much. 1 48 

The juſt Number of White Men, Women, 
and Children, that are now ſettled in our fix 
Sugar Plantations, may be ſeen (as was obſerv'd 
before) by any one that pleaſes at the Plan- 
tation Office in London; but the juſt Number 
of Negroes, young and old, that are in the 
ſame Plantations, is not ſo eaſy to be known, 

and there may be Reaſons why it ſhould not 

z be 
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be too curiouſiy pry'd into. (/ ) However, 
taking Care to do Juſtice, I ſhall venture to 
give a Sketch of it. 


Barbadoes may contain 70,000 
Antego — —— — — 23,000 
Montſerat —— —— — — 7000 
Nevis — — — — — — 7000 
S. Chriſtopher's —— — 
Anguilla, Tortola, and Spaniſh-Town 5000 
Jamaica —— —— — — — 110,000 


— 


— 


239,000 


Now if all the Inhabitants (White and Black) 
of Barbadoes and the Engliſh Leward and Vir- 
gin Iſles, with all the Stock, Sugar Works and 
Implements (as far as ſuch are portable) were 
remov'd from thence to Jamaica, as the Dutch 
remov'd theirs (gradually, we may be ſure, 
and in Time of Peace) from Tobago to their 
other Colonies, and the French did theirs from 
Stanta Cruz, and elſewhere, to Hiſpaniola, there 
would then be no ſuch extrordinary Want 
of Negroes, and perhaps a leſs Want of Stock 
Sc. by three Fourths than I have ſaid ; unleſs 
we ſhould ſee Cauſe afterwards to plant a 
greater Number of Acres than 200,000, and 
then there muſt have been very bad Manage- 
ment if our People are to ſeek for Hands 
and Stock to do it with. 

But where, in the mean Time, ſhall we 
find the Negroes and Stock ( be thoſe what 
they will) that may be yet wanting to form 


(f) See a Letter to the Lord Biſhop of Lendon, printed for 


J. Wilford, 1730, pag. 10, 11. 
K 2 +> mn 
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ſuch an Enterprize ? And how can the Settle- 
ments of Barbadoes, c. be tranſplanted to 
Jamaicd? Why truly, there lies the Knot! but 
then ir is ſuch a Knot as is richly worth while, 
and not beneath the higheſt Dignity, to untie; 


and if (as a late Peotical Doctor ſomewhere 
lings) | a 


Heroes are for Heroick Deeds deſign d, 
And Noble Work attends a Noble Mind, 


here it is in perfection 
And what then muſt become of Barbadoes 


and our Leward Iſlands? Why, let the French 


the Dutch, the Pope, or the Great Turk, take 
them all! They are fit for little elſe but Su- 


. gar, Rum, and Molaſſes, and there would be 


ſo much of thoſe made in Jamaica, that no 
People could find it worth While to make 
more than juſt enough for their own Conſump- 
tion, perhaps not ſo much, perhaps in proceſs 
of Time none at all. Beſides, Great Britain 


would be no longer burthen'd (as fhe has 


been pretty much ſince the French firſt violated 
the Freaty of Neutrality) to protect them; which 
75 ſhe knew not how to do; for ſuch is their 

iſtance from one onother, and ſo unable al- 
moſt all of them to contribute to their own 
Defence, that in the laſt War France ravag'd 
and very dear deſtroy'd Three of them, viz, 
Nevis, S. Chriſtopher's, and Montſerat. And 


Jamaica, being well peopled, could fecure it- 


ſelf againſt allImpreſſions of any Enemy, and 
our Fleet there, having little more to do but 
to protect the Home and Outward- bound Trade, 
would have Leiſure, on all proper Occaſions, 
to purſue him to his own Coaſts. 


As 
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As unwieldly as this Project will ſeem to 
ſome, and viſionary to others, I wiſh it 
not be the ſame in all it's Parts mutatis mutandis, 
that the French are now meditating to effectuate 
in Hispaniola; an Iſland that may be rendered 
much more ferviceable to them than a certaia 
Place in Europe, about which, a thouſand times 
more Noiſe has been kept of late, is ever like 
to prove to the preſent Poſſeſſors; and ſhould 
they get the ftart, and ſucceed in Time (and 
Appearances are too much in their Favour) We, 
Holland, or who pleafes to be plagued with 
them, may take all their other Iſlands here, I 
mean, when reduced to the Condition that 
Santa Cruz and Tobago, have long been in. 

If this Propoſal does no other good, twill 
relieve you, Sir, and others of the Legiſlative 
Body, from the Teazings of thoſe People, who 
would have our Nation go to the Ve or 
South Coaſts of Africa, to plant the Sugar-Cane, 
or to force Nature in the ſouthermoſt Parts of 
Carolina, and in other Countries to be named (as 
ſuch Men love to ſpeak) in due Time and Place, 
that is, as I gueſs, when they can get ſome 
Great Man in a Mood to pay for the Diſcove- 
ry : For I have proved, that Sugar enough may 
be made in our ſingle Iſland of Jamaica, to 
ſerve the whole World as long ( for any thing 
that can be faid againſt it ) as England, or the 
World itſelf, ſhall laſt. 

Upon the whole, Sir, Is it not a Shame that 
ſuch fine Settlements as ours on the Continent, 
ſhould employ, or be ſutfer'd to employ them- 
ſelves (under I know not what Pretence of want 
of Rum for their Fiſheries and Skin-Trade, or 
of Commodities to pay for the Cloathing, c. 
they have from Eny/and) to ſugply the * 
| an 
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and Dutch Sugar Colonies, with Materials to 
ruin the Sugar Trade of England? What if 


ſome of them were encouraged to produce To- 


bacco to better Purpoſe than they do; ſome 
to produce Wine and Silk, ſome to produce 


Lumber, Horſes, Rice, and all manner of Pro- 


viſions, as well for all the Occaſions their Mo- 
ther Nation may have elſewhere for ſuch Pro- 
viſions, as for their own Support and, Conve- 


nience; and almoſt all of them were employ'd 


beſides, in raiſing, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Copper, 


Pot Aſh, and the like? And, fince our beſt 


Friends to the Liberties of Mankind, ſhew no 
more Scruple about it, than the moſt arbitrary 
Countries any where, what if the Trade to Gui- 
nea for Slaves (which, I fear, will be found a 
dark Article, when look'd into) was taken Care 
of, and our Noble Iſland of Jamaica, applied 
to ſome ſuch Purpoſes as hath been ſaid ——- 
Would not theſe Arts of Peace, and this nar- 
rowing rather than extending of Territory, ſoon 
enable our Common Mother to cope with, or out- 
rival, any Nation upon Earth in Riches, Power, 
and Glory, which are the Mighty Game that all 


Princes and States have been hunting after ever 


ſince the Days of Nimrod? 


IT. The Ship by which I am to ſend this, 
being to fail in a Day or two, my Friend can- 
not gratify you now, tho? you ſo much deſire 
it, with a Copy of his Account of the Sale of the 
French Lands in the Iſland of St Chriſtopher 3 
but as you may not have it at Hand, and the 
Reaſon of / firſt publiſhing it increaſes, I ſhall 
deſire the Bookſeller to add to this, A Letter 
rom a Traveller in the Caribbees, to his Friend in 


London, which was printed in one of the 
| | Weekly 
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Weekly Journals of the 19h of September, in 
1730. 


III. And, as to the laſt, which you ſeem more 
to wiſh for than either of the former; ſince it 
is plain that be Society for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel in Foreign Parts, is ſtill ſo taken up with 
23 for the Chriſtians of the Northern Co- 
onies, as not to he able to make any Proviſi- 
on for the Heathen Slaves in the Southern; and 
ſince the Way with the poorer Sort there, is, 
as ſoon as one Place 1s well ſettled, to remove 
farther up, and to clear out new Grounds, and 
then (as no doubt there is good Cauſe for it) 
to plead Poverty, and apply to the Society for 
Relief; and ſince our Dominions on the Conti- 
nent, are large enough to find the like Em- 

loyment for ſuch People: for ſome hundreds of 

ears to come, I cannot ſee but their Work on 
that Side, muſt be next to endleſs ; and I with 
the intended Settlement of Georgia (of which I 
have juſt now read ſome Account in the Craft/- 
man of the 12th of Auguſt laſt) may not, con- 
ſidering who it is to conſiſt of, contribute to 
make it more ſo. I conſider alſo, that Irreli- 

ion, and Infidelity, are now come to ſuch a 
Head, (are ſo openly avow'd and patroniz'd, 
and the Champions thereof, ſo ſeconded in their 
Attacks by ſome, from whom a very different 
Conduct might have been expected) that the 
Perſons whoſe Buſineſs it more eſpecially is to 
ſee to the Propagation of the Faith Abroad, 
cannot but have their Hands full to maintain 
it at Home, Beſides; the Nation may not be 
diſpoſed to liſten to ſuch Matters. However 
it is, I ſhall defer giving you my farther 
Thoughts on the Subject of the Converſion = 
; the 
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the Neyro-Slaves, until ſome promiſing Step 
can be taken towards it in England. Nor ſhould 
it perhaps have been urged ſo far—if the 
groundleſs Reflexions on the Maſters of the 
Slaves in our Weſt. Indies, had not been carried 
to a Height that was become intolerable, and 
not only printed and re-printed for above forty 
Years together in our own Language, but fuf- 
fered in Part to be tranſlated into French, and 
publiſh'd in Foreign Countries. Mean while, 
if you can meet with nothing fuller on the Sub. 
ject, I would defire you to read a Pampblet 
which was publiſh'd in London in September, 
1730, intituled, A Letter to the Right Reverend 
the Lord Biſhop of London, comtaining ſome Con- 
fiderations on His Lordfhip's Two Letters to the 
Maſters of Slaves, and the Miſſionaries in the 
Plantations, I have only Time to add, that i 
am with all imaginable Reſpect, 


SIX, 


5 Your very humble Servant, 
From one of the | L 
Leward Ifl.mds, 


Nov. 27th, 1732. x; 
An Inhabitant of One of His 


Majeſty's Leward Caribbee 
Iſlands. by, 


POS T- 
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POSTSCRIT. 


Ir) | Nevis, Decemb. 9, 1732, 


Eſterday I received your's of the 10th of 
October laſt, in which you obſerve, Firft, 
That notwithſtanding what is offered in the 79th 
Page of the Detection, [viz. That if any thing 
there advanced concerning Barbadbes, or the 
Leward Iſlands, ſhould be diſputed, I would as 
ſoon as it came to my Knowledge, either do my 
| beſt to clear it up, or make an open Acknow- 
ledgment of my Miſtakes, as well as of thoſe _ 
which my Friend, in whoſe Sentiments I pro- 
feſs'd myſelf to be, might have commit- 
ted with reſpect to St Chriſtopher's] yet fome 
Perſons have inſinuated to you in Private, and 
upon their Honour, that the Account of Things 
given there is wrong or trifling in the main, and 
unable to ſtand the Telt in any material Point. 
That there are Miſtakes in lefler Matters is pol- 
ſible enough, but none I truſt in the more 
momentous and eſſential 3 if any ſhould be 
found in either, I declare again, that whenever I 
can hear what they are, my Recantation ſhall be 
made as conſpicuous as my Fault. In the mean 
Time, Sir, I am extremely obliged to you for 
directing thoſe Objectors to write down what 
they had t) ſay againſt the Detection, and to 
publiſn the ſame to che World. Very like, you 
will hear no more from them at all. Our Nor- 
thern Colonies ſpeak out, and we know where 
to find them; but theſe Men are Lovers of Dark- 
neſs ! and too many of them, both here and 


with you, (taking Advantage of the Dif- 
L culties 
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culties of gaining the proper Intelligence "OM 
theſe Parts, the Regard that muſt be paid in 
England to the Reports of ſome body or other, 
the Preference that is due to theirs, whoſe 
es of knowing the Truth are beſt) 
have long made it their Buſineſs to diſguiſe to 
the Nation the State of her Mieſt-India Affairs, 
which nevertheleſs begin now to appear to be 
ſuch as concern her prime Intereſts and Well- 
being, and therefore to deſerve more of her 
ſerious Attention and Enquiries than it appears 
they have hitherto met with. To pretend to 
direct the Publick, is the Work of Fools; but 
when one attempts to trace out Things plainly, 
fit and neceſſary ro be known, and does it in a 
becoming Manner, it may be hoped, that the 
Love of Country, Truth, Juſtice, and the Light, 
will diſpoſe other Gentlemen, if endeavour'd to 
be miſled as you have been, to give much the 
ſame Anſwer to theſe under-hand Dealers, or 
Deceivers, that you ſaw Cauſe to give them. 
And, tho* the Fate of Things in all Times 
and Places is generally ſuch, that they who 
blame others for ſhunning the Light, are fain, 
at the fame Time, to affect Obſcurity them- 
ſelves ; yet I will venture to fay farther, That 
even among thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is, more 
eſpecially to wiſh us well, and who buſy them- 
ſelves in the preſent Application in behalf of che 
Sugar Colonies, ſome ſeem to have wrong Noti- 
ons, ſome to have none at all, of the National 
Concern in the Sugar Trade. Aſk ſuch, (as 
doubtleſs they will be queſtioned pretty round- 
ly) What they wou'd have What it = | 
that will retrieve the Sugar Trade 1 


fear you will find them well enough a 


to take up with ſome Temporary Contrivance 
or 


2751 


or Expedient, which may mitigate the preſent 
Pain and Anguiſh, relieve themſelves in their 
private or perſonal Diſtreſſes, and perhaps give 
us all a little Eaſe for a while; and then (Who 
would have thought it!) when the Evil returns 
with freſh Force and Fury, and they return 
with freſh Grievances and Groans, the Anſwer 
may reaſonably be, Since you knew, or ought 
to have known beſt, where the Sickneſs lay, 
and how to point to the fore Part, Why did 
you not offer and inſſt on theſe Things be- 
fore, when it was d propos? Did we not en- 
courage you to ſpeak your Mind plainly, and 
without Reſerve? What hindred you then 
from being more free, full, expreſs, and pe- 
remptory? Muſt the Publick be teazed every 
other Year, or ſo, with your Impertinence?? 

I am therefore glad to find your Second Re- 

mark falling in with the Purport of the Supple- 
ment; namely, that the Diſeaſe of the Britiſh 
Sugar Colonies does not need, and in your Opi- 
nion will gangrene by, a Palliative Cure: If our 
Planters are eaſed in their preſent Preſſures, 
and the Fountains, from whence is derived the 
Great Strength of our Nation's Rivals in the 
Sugar Trade, are ſtreigbt ſhut up, which (as 
you well obſerve) may be done with a Word, 
and with equal Juſtice as Eaſe, then ſhall our 
Nation ſoon command the Foreign Sugar-Mar- 
ket 3 let but theſe Fountains ſtand open, in 
Whole or in Part, and we ſhall have loſt the 
Seaſon, and our Rivals will command it, and 
in conſequence thereof 


= = ⁵˙ 2 T7 Bo 35 Bo 


J am, Sir, &c. 


1 A Letter 


1882 


A Letter _ . Traveller in 


"the Caribbees, to his F riend 
an Le ONDON 


Ta 2 f | Martinico, May 1, 1730. 


N the 14th of April, N. 8. leaving 
) St Martin's (an Iſland inhabited partly 
by French, and partly by Dutch) in 


'two Days I reach'd Dominico, the Place to 
which the Carribbean Indians retreated, upon their 
Expulſion, about go Years ago, from 87 Chri- 
ſtopher*s, Nevis, and our other Settlements, where 
(and at St Vincent's) they have ever ſince con- 
tinued a free and independant People, in Peace 
and Amity with all their European Neighbours. 
Their preſent King, or Captain, or Chief, 
(who calls _—_ Lord Gray) and ſome of 
his Rerinue,, ſpeak tolerable French, and a lit- 
tle Engliſh Fre vulgar Sort live {till afrer 
the . — of their Savage Anceſtors, except 
that they eat no human Fleſh, as having now 
no Enemies to contend with, or devour, It 
is their Cuſtom, once or twice a Year, to ſet 
put, in a large Periagua, under the Command 
of their Chief, to the Number of forty or 
fifty, fo viſit Bartadoes, and ſome of our 
Leeward 
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Leeward Iſlands, as well as Martinico, Gua- 
dalope, &c. and to carry with them a Cargo 
of Indian Baſkets, Bows and Arrows, Crabs, 
Sc. which they exchange at thoſe Places for 
old Cloachs, — Ribbons, and Trinkets. 
Wherever they come, the Publick provides 
them with ſuitable Lodgings and Entertainment, 
during their Stay, which is ſeldom above three 
or four Days at one Place, and both Nations 
ſtrive which ſhall ſhew them moſt Kindneſs 
and Civility. In one thing indeed our Neigh- 
bours far out-do us, having long enough ago 
ſent ſome of their Itinerant Miſſionaries to 
baptize and inſtruct them in their Religion, 
in which they have proved ſo ſucceſsful, that 
I confeſs I have often wondered to hear how 
ſome of theſe poor Creatures will ſay the Pater 
noſter, Credo, and Ave Maria, both in French 
and broken Latin; but, alas! none of them 
are taught any thing of the Kind in Engl. 
The Reaſon of which I take to be this: — 
The Clergy in all the French Colonies are very 
numerous, their Number in this Iſland where 
I now am being reckoned twice as great as 
that of ours in Jamaica, Barbadoes, and all the 
Leeward Iſlands together; they have no dead 
Weights upon them, nothing to mind but the 
Propagation of Learning and Religion; ſome 
of SS are bound by the Rules of their 
Order to travel for that Purpoſe; and all of 
them are amply ſupported in every Reſpect 
from France, or elſe enabled by the Publick 
of their ſeveral Colonies, to carry on the Work 
with advantage: Whereas, beſides the ſmall 
Number of our Clergy, there is not one of 
them but is obliged to attend his Parochial 
Charge, or go without Maintenance; ſome have 
| Families 
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Families to provide for, which few of the Li- 
vings in theſe Parts will do without calling 
in other Aids; and were they to travel to 
propagate the Goſpel, it muſt be wholly done 
at their own Expence, there being other Uſes 
for the publick Monies in our Sugar Colonies 
and no Proviſion as yet made (that I have 
heard of) for ſuch an Undertaking, by either 
Church or State, in England. To which I fear 
I may too truly add, that the Roman-Catho- 
licks every where are more induſtrious in 
propagating the Faith, than the Proteſtants 
of any Denomination any where, But this by 
the-by. © . 

As I went aſhore at Prince Rupert's Bay, 
to ſee the Place, and to take in ſome Wood 
and Water, I was not a little ſurpriz'd to be- 
hold it crowed with Frenchmen, to the Num- 
ber already (as themſelves own*d) of 500 fight- 
ing Men, who are buſy in forming Settle- 
ments, planting Cotton and Proviſions, and 
building Houſes for their Families, not in 
Towns, (which would not ſerve the preſent 
Purpoſe ſo well) but in the ſeveral Plantations 
and ſmaller Parcels of Land. Boats are paſſing 
daily between the French Iſlands and Dominico, 
which furniſh Neceſſaries to carry on the 
Infant-Colony. Upon further Enquiry, I found 
they had made a Sorr of Purchaſe of the Land 
for a great Way up the Country from the 
Indians, for a valuable Conſideration, that is 
(if their own Explanation deſerves Credit) two 
or three hundred Acres of the beſt of it for 
a Caſk of Provencal Wine, an Anchor of Bran- 
dy, a Cag of Rum, or ſome Beads and Trinkets, 
which theſe innocent Mortals (who neither 
know the Uſe we make of Money, nor deſire 

| | | to 
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to know it) are extremly fond of; and that 
the ſame Purchaſes, or Agreements being all 
drawn up in Writing, with the Mark or Seal 
of the Venders upon each, are carefully kept 
by the Purchaſers and tranſmitted to be re- 
corded in the Archives of Martinico, &c. The 
Indians are almoſt all retired out of Sight, 
to the North-Eaſt Part of the Country, where 
ſome Friars (as it is faid) are inſtructing them 
in Chriſtianity. This Iſland is very moun- 


tainous ; however, being pretty large, bigger 


perhaps than any one of ours in the Caribbees, 
it cannot but turn to Account in time, make 
an excellent Sugar-Colony (did not the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Hiſpaniola make it needleſs to ſettle 
more Colonies on the Sugar Account) and 
ſtrengthen the French Intereſt. in this Part of 
the World, beyond what a Stranger would 
imagine; but as it has hitherto been a neu- 
tral Port in War-Time, and is well provided 
with Wood and Water, and for that Reaſon, 
and to gain Intelligence, much frequented by 
our Ships, eſpecially the Men of War on the 
Barbadoes and Leeward-Ifland Stations, I know 
not, if a Rupture ſhould again happen he- 
tween the Two Nations (which for the Sake 


of our Sugar-Colonies I wiſh may never hap- 


pen) but this new Settlement will turn no leſs 
to our Diſadvantage. 

From thence I came to Port St: Pierro, of 
this Iſland, where I have now been 11 Days. 
The Merchants, and other Perſons of Credit, 


with whom my Buſineſs lies, confirm all that I 


heard at Dominico, adding, that it is the more 
ſubſtantial Planters and Traders of this Iſland, 


and Guadalope, who have made the Purchaſes. 
there, and are ſending Overſeers, Servants, and 


Slaves, 
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Slaves, to maintain and advance. the Settle- 
ment, and that however the Governor of Mar- 
tinico, to whoſe Government they ſay Dominico 
belongs, does not think fit at preſent to fix 
a Deputy Governour upon it, but ſuffers the 
ſame to be ruPd by what they call a Captain- 
Commandment , whoſe Office it is to prevent 
Diſorders, and to decide and accommodate Dif- 
ferences in a ſummary Way, yet the Perſons 
who have made the Purchaſes there ſeem fully 
fatisfed, that the ſame will be confirm'd from 
France, and a Governour in due Time ap- 
pointed over that Iſland. p4 3t 
As to St Lucia, although, by the Eighth Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty for the Evacuation of that 
Place, concluded January the 18th 172+, be- 
twixt the Marquis De Champigny and Mr Uring, 
it is agreed, that the fame ſhould remain in 
its former State and Condition, until the Right 
to it ſhall be decided by the two Crowns, 
yet I am affured it is now inhabited by great 
Numbers of People, chiefly French, who are 
govern'd in the. Manner of Dominico, and 
plant Cotton, and Provifions, and rear Abun- 
dance of ſmall Stock, with which they are 
every Day trafficking in this Ifland, It is 
at St Lucia that the clandeſtine Trade from 
Ireland and our Northern Colonies of New Eu- 
gland, Philadelphia, Ic. to the Iſlands of Marti- 
nico, Guadalope, Ec. is (and ever ſince the Duke 
of Montague quitted it has been) in a Manner 
wholly carried on, to the great Profit of the 
French, and the no leſs Detriment of England 
and our Sugar-Colonies ; of all which I gave 
a particular Account Anno 1727; but thro? 


ſome Fatality or other, it never ſaw the Light. 
; The 
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The French fighting Men on St Lucia are ſaid 
to be near a Thouſand, 

And the like Number is reported here to 
be now ſettled on S? Vincent's, where an En- 
glih Ship from Guinea, having unfortunately 
run a-ſhore many Years ago, the Negroes that 
faved themſelves are at this Time increaſed to 
above a Thouſand, (ſome ſay to near Two 
Thouſand), and have had the Fortune to drive 
the Indians almoſt quite off from thence to 
Dominico. The French are fo far from treat- 
ing theſe Blacks as Slaves, that they allow 
them to be a free People, and accordingly have 
lately come to ſome Convention, and ſtruck 
up a Friendſhip with them, which is faithfully 
maintain'd by both Parties. The French go to 
St Vincent's to trade, and admit the Negroes 
to trade here, and in their other Iflands, and 
uſe them every where with ſuch Juſtice, Fa- 
vour, and Complaiſance, that they have in- 
tirely won their Hearts, and thereby found 
means to fix (as I have it from themſelves) 
about a Thouſand of their Men amongſt them 
who plant Proviſions, Cotton, but eſpecially 
Tobacco, which thrives ſo well in that Iſland, 
that whole Sloop-Loads of it are frequently 
imported here, and from hence into Europe. 

am ſo far from deſiring others to believe 
all theſe Reports, in their Extent, that I do 
not believe them all my ſelf, as not being igno- 
rant of the Humour of the Relators. But what 
if chey ſhould prove true in the Main? If it 
is ſometimes no ſuch eaſy Matter to learn what 
our dextrous Neighbours are doing on the 
Shore neareſt Home, what muſt it be to diſ- 
cover what the ſame are doing on ſeveral 
Shores at the Diſtance of fifteen hundred 

| M Leagues 
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Leagues from thence? Is there any more 
Myſtery in making Hay, or ſomething like it, 
in the Meſt- Indies, than in Europe, while the 
Sun ſhines? Were it to be ſuppoſed that the 
Glory of a Prince, and the Proſperity of his 
Subjects could claſh or interfere, which in no 
Caſe, I think, ought to be ſuppoſed, becauſe, 
like the great Phyſician's Twins, they are born, 
row up, live, thrive, laugh, weep, languiſh, 

9 and die together; the French certainly 
are as unfeign'd Promoters of the common 
Intereſt of their Country, as they are devoted 
to the Glory of their King; nay, their Men 
in Power, even in Places the remoteſt from 
Paris, ſeem more to conſult the thriving of 
Poſterity, than that mighty Gratification in 
hand of making the moſt of their Poſts or Of- 
fices while they hold them, and therefore gladly 
receive the ſlighteſt Intelligence that has a Ten- 
dency to the publick Emolument, from what 
Quarter ſoever it arrives. Why then ſhould 
we, who deign to ſtoop to the moſt ſervile 
Imitation of their Levities and Vice, diſdain 
to imitate their exemplary Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue? Why ſhould it not paſs for praiſe-wor- 
thy in us to ſhew ſome Concern for our 
King and Country too, and, as Opportunities 
offer, both to tell and hear whatever tends 
to promote their Honour and Safety, or 
that, in any Degree, may prove a Hinde, 
rance to either? Barbadoes and Mont ſerat (abating 
for the Addition which in common with our 
other Colonies, they have to make to the Sa- 
laries of the Governours) are in much the ſame 
State they were in forty Tears ago, Antego 
has made conſiderable  lmprovements, within 
that Time, and is now at it's Height; Mews 
| rom 
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from being the moſt flouriſhing, is, within 
theſe twenty Years, become the leaſt conſi - 
derable of our Leeward Iſlands ; - and St Chri. 
ſtopber's, notwithſtanding the King of France's 
Ceſſion of his Part thereof, is, by the late 
Sale of that Part (as will appear when it comes 
to be review'd) ſo deeply involv'd, that, with» 
out due Relief, it mult fall into a worſe Con- 
dition than any of them. Anguilla was never 
of any great Importance, and being very 
low Land is now almoſt forſaken of it's In- 
bitants, becauſe - of the continued Dry Wea- 
ther; Tortola and Spaniſh-Town are but poor- 
ly ſettled and perhaps not worth ſettling at all. 
I ſay nothing of the Number of our White 
Inhabitants, becauſe the Curious will find that 
at the Board of Trade in London. On the o- 
ther Part, Martinico is acknowledged by all 
that have been any Time upon it, both French 
and Foreigners, to be able to raiſe between 
five and fix thouſand fighting White Men, 
and Guadalope near three thouſand 3; Marigalante 
Granade, and other Colonies, are improving z 
all the World knows what Progrefs the French 
make in Hiſpaniola; and were they to fortify as 
well as ſettle St Lucia, St Vincent, and Dominica 
too, (to which Places our Pretenſions are by ſome 
ſaid to be as good, or better, than theirs) what 
would become of our Caribbees, on the Event 
abovemention*d? Heavy were our Loſſes, and 
hard (God knows) our Labour to defend our 
ſelves, in the two laſt Wars with France, when 
her Power in theſe Parts was very ſmall to 
what it is now. , 
I therefore wiſh you would find ſome Way 
of publiſhing this Intelligence, ſuch as it is, 
to ſerve till a more full and exact * — 
ele 
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theſe Matters can be had, which I aſſure you 
may be had at any Time (by thoſe who have 

© Rig ht ro demand it) from tha King's Ships 
Rarion'd at Barbadoes &c. who frequently touch 
at St: Lucia, Dominico, and the French INands, 
and therefore cannot but know what is going 
on amongft them. Or if one Mariner will 
Hot or cannot, another may ſoon be met with 
that both can and will, 


Jan Sir, | 


Your humble Servant, &c, 


FINIS 
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Errata i in the Letter to the Lord 875 of London, 


g 


ge 6. line 34, for Country, 11 County, p 22. l. 260 
after Sort, add of: p. 24. 1. 14, for TY r. Intend- 
ments. p. 26. 1. 22, after were, add 4. p. 31. 1. g, for already, 
r. akoays. p. 32-1. 28; dele ever. p. 55. 5 36, for wholly, r. 
enh. p. 57. 1: 35, read Affirmatiors. p. 59. I. 5, read Refuſe. p. 
68.1. 27, after add, all. p. 72. l. 14, for little, read lite. 
2 16, dele of: J. 28, after rate to, add be. p. 85, 1. 17, 
read Enguirers. p 86. |. zo, for two, r. too. p. 88. 1. 24, r. re- 
Zates. p. 92.1. 29, r. Veſſi nian. p. 96. I. 24, r. Ages. p. 100, 
L 13, I propagate: I. 22. for my r. any. p. 102. |. 20, r. dicers. 


f Errata in The Decetion, 


ge 7. line 27, afivr know, add, now. p. 19. I. 21, for 
Fifth, n 0 8, dele is. p- 38. I. 1, for are r. 
Were. p. 30, r rob I. 24, for my, r many 
46. l. ON for Cobb, » Cask. p 43. I. 1 % r. dedutted. 5 p. 58 
5 31, for would, r. will. . * after /eſs, # add, the 
State £4 54. 1. 4 2 bis; f . this! pi 57. 1. 14, after 
thereby 2 bard. . 1. 15, dele, 4, p. 78: . 11, r Em- 
p. 87. 125 after paid to, add, the Report; of. 
-96. 5 36, for ſay, r. ſaw. 
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A Second POSTSCRIPT: 


ho we S. Chriftopher's, January 15. 
Y Intelligence from London of what paſſes 

1 there in relation to Plantation Concerns 
having been very ſhort of late, I was glad on my 
Arrival here this Morning to meet with a ſmall 
Piece, intituled, The Gentleman's: Magazine, or, 
Monthly Intelligencer, for Sept. 1732, in which 
the Author, in what he calls Debates in Parlia- 
ment, introduces Mr O——pe as ſaying, . I re- 
„ member there was once a Petition preſented 
« to this Houſe by one County, complaining, 
& that they were injured in their Trade as to 
e the Sale of Beans by another, modeſtly pray- 
e ing, that the other County ſhould be prohibi- 
& ted to ſell any Beans. Such a Petition, for 
ought I know, was as ridiculous as Mr O-—pe 
would make it; but, admit each, County had 
it's ſeparate or proper Produce, which did thrive 
better there than in any other, and that one par- 
ticular County was able to produce Beans enough 
for all the Occaſions the Nation has of Beans, 
and could hardly produce any thing elſe, and 
was therefore encouraged by the Nation to pro- 
duce Beans; If another County, better adapted 
for ſome other Produce than Beans, ſuppoſe Hops, 
ſhould drop or diminiſh it's proper Produce, and 
take to the raiſing of Beans, and by ſo doing 
both fall ſhort in raiſing a due Quantity of Hops, 
and alſo injure that other County's Trade in the 
Sale of Beans; Iaſk, Where the Abſurdity would 
be, if the Bean-County, thus injur'd in the Sale 
of it's proper — modeſtly * 
ER that 
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that the Hop-County ſhould be prohibited to ſell 
y. Beans ? The Caſe, thus ſtated, is not unlike 
ar of the Southern and Northern Colonies o* 
England, in the former whereof there is Lan 
enough (as is proved in the DeteZion and the 
$upplament) to produce Sugar enough for all the 
Occaſions England can have for Sugar; and if 
England knew (as .it is alſo there proved She does) 
del, to raiſe Sugar enough from ſuch Land (which 
is fit for nothing elſe that can equally conduce to 
the National Profit) to furmſh all the Foreign 
Markets as well as her ſelf, I believe every Eng- 
an will allow, that it would be very mr 
her Intereſt ſo to do; and ———_— he muſt 
allow, that if any of her other Colonies (whoſe 
Soil is not ſo fit for raiſing Sagar, but very fit 
for other Productions eminently profitable for 
the Nation) ſhould neglect or diminiſh their pro- 
per Productions, and pretend to produce Sugar, 
it would alſo be very much her Intereſt to reftrain 
them from producing it. Tis confeſſed the Con- 
tinzn-Colonies of England cannot interfere di- 


85 Nah with the Produce of her Hand Colonies, 


becauſe their Land will not produce Sugar; but 

then, 'which is ten thouſand times worſe for the 
Nation than if they did produce Sugar, they 
fupply the Sugar-Colonies of England's Rivals in 
the Sugar-Manufatture, with Materials to raiſe 
Sngar, viz. Lumber, Horſes, and Proviſions (as 
Ireland alſo ſupplies them with Proviſions) with- 
out which Supplies the Rivals of England could 
not ſo produce Sugar (for the Proof of which 
I refer to the Supplement) as to interfere with her 
Fugar-Produce at the Foreign- Market, much 
lels to beat her out of the Foreign Sugar- Mar- 

ket, as they have now very near done by Vit- 
ar Do 


L 87 1 


Mr O-—-je ſeems to lay no ſmall Streſs 
the Extent of our Dominions on the "Bos 


which reach from the 34th to the 46th Degree o 
Northern Latitude, to which he might have ad- 
ded their People, which I take to be more than 
500,000, whereas all the Inhabitants of 'our 
Sugar-Colonies, White and Black, Men, Wo- 
men, and Children, do not, as I apprehend, 
come near that Number. But then, it is not 
the Quanciey of Land, or the Multitude of 
| olonies, that will inrich (tho? poſ- 


Propht in „ tha 
fibly both of them may hurt) the Nation they 


belong to, unleſs that Land and People are pro- 
perly employ'd; and if it can be made appear, 
that a few Hands and a ſmall Compaſs of Land 
in the Southern Colonies, will bring vaſtly more 
Wealth to the Mother Nation in the Producti- 
on of Sugar [which is ſo peculiarly their Producti- 
on, that neither the Mother Nation nor any of her 
Dominions elſewhere are capable of producing it} 
than a great Number of Hands, and a thou- 
ſand Times the Quantity of Land in the Nor- 
thern Colonies can bring to her from the Pro- 
duction of Lumber, Horſes, and Proviſions [which 
in the main interfere with her own Produce) then 
that Argument falls of itfelf., What Advantage 
the Nortbern Colonies can bring to their Mother 
Nation in the Productions of Cattle and Proviſi- 


en, let themſelves ſhew when they think fit; 


only, let it be remember'd, that Lumber (as 


far as there 1s a Vent for it in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and in the Briti/h-Sugar-Colonies, and ig 
Spain, Portugal, and the Streighis, which, I fear, 
will too ſoon be Vent more than enough for 
it) Tobacco, Rice, Hemp, Flax, Pitch and 
Tar, Pot-aſn, Wine, Oil, Silk, Copper, Iron, 
c. are all out of the Queſtion; becauſe the 
N 2 Production 
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Production of theſe, or moſt of theſe, is what 
the National Intereſt requires the Continent-Co- 
lonies to be employ'd in: And if any Gentle- 
man in England wants to know what the Nati- 
on gains from the very ſmall Quantity of Land 
that is poſſible at preſent to be cultivated in her 
Sugar-Colonjes, and the very few Hands with 
which it is cultivated, I beg leave to refer 
him for a Specimen to the 22d and 23d Pages 
of a ſmall Tract (often quoted in the Supple- 
ment) intituled, The Preſent State of the Britiſh 
Sugar-Colonies confider*d, where he will find that 
Barbadoes (which I think does not contain much 
more than 80,000 Acres of manurable Land, 
and a leſs Number of Hands than is proper to 
be mentioned here) has far many Years down 


to the Year 173 1. yielded Annually to the 
e 


Publick in the Net Proceed of Sugar at a Medi- 

um Price — — — 320,000, 

ERum and Molaſſes —— —— — 80, ooo 
Ginger, Cotton and Aloes————20,000 


Duty to the Crown, at leaſt o, ooo 
Home-F reight — — 66,000 
Commiſſions, Port-Charges, Sc. — 22,600 


558,600 
J believe it will not be eaſy to ſhew ſuch 


another Land Product, ſo profitable to the Pub- 


lick, as this of the Sugar-Cane is (I will not ſay 
from the Northern-Colonies, but) from any other 
Quarter where there is no more Land and Peo- 


ple than in Barbadoes; and the Cuſtom-Houſe 


Books will prove farther that the Sugar of Bar- 
badoes is not much, if at all, above one Fourth 
of what is produced yearly in all the Britiſo 
Sugar-Colonles, 


I ſes 
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I ſee nothing more in this Speech that looks 
like Argument, and nothing that ſhews the leaſt 
Acquaintance with Facts, or the State of the 
Caſe; but am not a little pleaſed to learn from 
ſo ſure an Authority as Mr. O pe's, that the 
Gentlemen concern'd in the Board of Trade are as 
exact and as diligent in all Matters which fall under 
their Conſideration as any Board in England; for 
indeed ſome Colony-Matters that ould come 
under their Confideration demand the utmoſt 
Diligence and Exactneſs; and had their Pre- 
deceſſors been as ſtrict and careful in their En- 
quiries, as ſuch Matters evidently required, the 
Girefting the Motions of the ſeveral Colonies to 
the general Intereſts of the Nation, cou'd not 
have proved ſo troubleſome as I conceive it does 
at this Juncture; and the not knowing, or not 
conſidering, the peculiar Relation that each 
Colony bears to the Mother Country, and the 
Profit or Loſs that derives to her from thence, 
cannot but be thought the more inexcuſable in 
thoſe their Predeceſſors, becauſe Dr D' Avenant 
inform'd the Publick ſo long ago as the Year 
1698 (as hath been already ſaid in the Supple- 
ment) that even then the Negligence of former Times 
bad ſufjer'd a greater Number of [Engliſh] Planta- 
tions on the Continent, than well conſiſt with the 
Navigation and other Intereſts of their Mother- 
Country ; that it cannot be for the Publick Good 
of a Kingdom, to furniſh Colomes out of it with 
People, when the Product of ſuch Colonies is the 
fame with the Kingdoms, and ſo rivals the King- 
dom, both in it's Navigation, and in it's Product, 
at the Markets where ſuch Product is vended; that 
it can hardly be the Intereſt of a Country to ſuffer 
It's People to make Settlements of ſeveral Plantati- 
ons that yield one ani the ſame Commodity ; that 


graſping 
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ing at two great an Extent of Territory, 1 
4 Nation's Intereſt in America; has ; 5 
ould pretend to ſet up Manufactures on the Conti 
nent, and to cloath. as well as feed their Neighbours ; 
their Nearneſ, and Low Price, wou'd give them 
fuch Advantages over their Mother Nation, as might 

rove of pernicious Conſeguence —— And 

8055 other uſeful and excellent Hints did he 
chen give concerning Colonies, which, had they 
been taken by that Board, might have done 2 
deal of Good, and faved Abundance of Ex- 
pence and Trouble to the Nation. | 
And tho“ I am no great Friend to the ſettling 
of National Colonies any where on the Founda- 
tion of private Charities, with which the well- 
diſpoſed People of Ereat- Britain have long been 
ſufficiently burthen'd otherwiſe ; and tho” a 
certain Dean, whoſe Propoſal for founding 2 
College at Bermudas, met with the joint Ap- 
probation and Countenance of Court and Coun- 
» Clergy and Laity, and who was better fit- 
ted out for his Purpoſe than other Adventurers 
to theſe Parts uſe to be for theirs, has lately 
given the World a Demonſtration what the 
moſt plauſible Schemes, formed (at the Diſtance 
of Great Britain from America) upon naked 
Theory, and ſuch borrowed or backney Intelli- 
gence as can be picked up, are like to come 
to: Yet, if I gueſs aright who Mr O. 
is, ſuch are my Reſentments of the Miſeries 
of the Unfortunate, and of the Neceſſity there 
is of a better Barrier (for the — of 
Chriſtianity among the Savages is, I may ſa 
without Offence, thrown in to fill up) 25 
heartily wiſh him, and thoſe concerned with him 
ia the fame Undertaking, all the Succeſs they 
Can deſire; provided the Colony they e 10 
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tettle be bot ſuffer d, on any Pretence whateved! 


| to go vpon ſuch Produce, Trade, or Manufactures, 


as can in the leaſt interfere with thoſe of Great 
Batain, or of ber other Colonies ; for as that 
wou'd tend to deſtroy the mutual Dependante That 
be People. of all the Britiſh Dominions ought 10 
hive u pon each other; it is alſo farther obſerv'd 
in the laſt Page but two, as I remember, of 
Mr Gee's Book, That he interfering of Colonies 
with their Mother Nation "would do much Hurt to 
the Nation, and end in 'no Good to the Colonies ; 
inſomuch that, after all that can be faid or done 
to cloak the Thing, the Nation will find it out 
at length, and be neceſſitated to ſuppreſs them 
ſooner or later; and therefore (as Mr Gee well 
adviſes) all ſuch Attempts ſhould be cruſh'd in the 
Beginning; becauſe if they are ſuffered to grow to 
Maturity, it will be difficult to ſuppreſs them, and 
the ſuppreſſing them will ſeem @ great Hardſhip on 
the People. I doubt not but the Gentlemen 
whoſe Province it. is to ſee that the Nation be not 
injur d by her Colonies, are at this Inſtant deeply 
ſenſible of ſome Difficulties of this kind, and 
perhaps pretty much puzzled how to remove 
the ſad Effects of ſuch former Miſtakes or Miſ- 
carriages as never could have happen'd had the 
well-weigh'd Counſels of Dr D' Avenant been em- 
brac'd in Time. 

To conclude, I hope we ſhall hear no more 
of the Valuableneſs of Colonies to the Mother 
Nation merely for their Extent of Land, when it 
is evident, that the Miſapplication'of that Land, 
and of the Hands that cultivate it, render both 
of them a Miſchief rather thana Benefit to 
their Mother Nation; whereas, indeed, a right 
Direction of both wou'd effect juſt the contrary. 
The ſooner that is given, the better for Great 

Britain, 


* 


tachment to the Southern, is the n 


ck 27 * 
and a longer Delay will loſe her 

wr Trade ; and the Loſs of chat her 
13 to Her wpor the Balance what 9 Ire 
in a Battle, a Loſs to the Side they leave, 
a Gain to that they go to, which is 
e Prevention whereof, and not any Dillike to 
2 Nortbern Colonies, or extraordi * 


* wy 


thus troubled- the 1 


As ſoon as afy New Matter vihhnet to my 
Knowledge on C Subject of the tection or 
d. ee, you | hear again from, 
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